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On the Downward Way 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
. thereof are the ways of death’’ (Prov. 16:25). 
IDE is the gate that leads to death, 
Smooth is the slope where your steps may stray, 
Broad is the road for the sinner’s feet, 
The easy path of the downward way ; 
But close beside you at every turn 
Love and pardon and welcome wait, 
Close beside you the Saviour walks, 
Down, clear down to the last dark gate. 
Down, clear down to the gates of death ; 
Deep are the billows that meet you there, 
Swift are the waves your feet must pass, 
Chill are the waters your soul must dare; 
Down, clear down to the gates of hell,— 
And Christ is calling you, every day, 
Christ is pleading at every step, 
Christ is loving you all the way. 
And when sometimes on the downward way 
Your heart grows sick with a sudden fear, 
* If you breathe His name it will be enough, 
For the ear of the Lord is quick to hear ; 
: ~ If you reach your hand through the lonely dark, 
4 His hand will clasp it, for He is nigh, 
His heart is waiting to heed your call, 
a His voice will answer your lightest cry. 


But some sad hour will be the last, 
. Some one moment will be too late ; 
At-the last dark gate He must turn away 
And love and pardom no longer wait. 
Turn, oh, turn from the downward path, 
From the way of death where your feet are set, 
Turn to the Lord while the Lord is near, 
To the Christ who lingers and loves you yet. 











An Index of the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1919, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles 
and authors of books noticed, may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company for 20 cents. 








What Did You Say? 


Conversation’ is a competent witness to char- 
acter. At least its substance.is. Peter was not the only 
one about whom it could be said, “Thy speech be- 
wrayeth thee.” One of the qualifications for serving 
the king which David possessed was, according to 
Rotherham’s literal translation of 1 Samuel 106: 18, 
that. he was “of intelligent speech.” This is the 
learned: translator’s rendering of_the Authorized, 
“prudent in matters,” and of the Revised, “prudent 
in speech.” The One of whom David was the proto- 
type was the marvel of the day because of his in- 
telligent speech. And his claim was, “The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life” 
(John 6:63). “His words,” said Dr. J. H. Jowett, 
“come to the doors of our minds as living pres- 
ences, instinct with the very life of God. Sometimes 
our own words have no content at all. They are 
like envelopes which have lost their living secret in 
the post. Ce astines our words are delusive. They 
seem to carry one thing when they are really carry- 
ing another. They are like Sacramental cups which 
carry anything but wine.” Let us remember the 
command, “Take with you words” (Hosea 14:2) — 
His words. Then “every time we speak of the Lord 
our words will be laden with cargoes of wonder.” 


a 
Statistics that Call to Prayer 


“Dynamics are far more important than statis- 
tics.” This is the statement in a recent magazine 
article by Dr. Samuel. Zwemer, the great Moham- 
medan missionary authority. And statistics may 
drive us to dynamics. Some startling statistics have 
just been made public in the Christian Herald. They 
show that the smallest annual increase in Protestant 
Church membership in the United States for. thirty 
years was recorded in 1919. The increase for that 
year was only 56,000 as compared with an average 
annual increase for the ten years previous of 771,- 
047. The drop started in 1918, a year that showed 
an increase of only 155,000. The hitherto most pros- 
perous denominations in the United States showed 
the following decreases for the year: Methodist 
Episcopal, 69,9040; Presbyterian (U. S. A. Northern), 
32,305; Disciples of-Christ, 17,645; Methodist Epis- 
copal (South), 16,404; Northern Baptist Convention, 
9,156; National Baptist Convention, 35,007; Presby- 
terian (U., S. A. Southern), 8,811; United Presby- 
terian, 2,986; Cumberland Presbyterian, 1,645; Welsh 


- 


and neighborhood new burdens of grief or 
bewilderment in the perplexing conditions of 
our time, the testimony of a present-day life of faith 
and unfailing devotion may have a blessed message 
for many a troubled heart. For the woman of whom 
these words are written has only within a few days 
finished her. course, after a life of such varied dis- 
ciplines and searching experiences of bereavement 
and changing circumstances as very few are called 
upon to bear. These all too inadequate reflections 
of her life-story ——and how surprised she would be 
to be told that she had any “story” at all!—is a 
chapter in the miracle-narrative of God’s sustain- 
ing grace set forth here in the hope that her mission 
may thus be carried far beyond the horizons of the 
simple ways of her beneficent pilgrimage. 
“Mission” was a favorite word with her. She 
was the eldest daughter of Henry Clay and: Alice 
Gallaudet Trumbull, and was her father’s companion 
in his early work for the upbuilding of the American 
Sunday-school. She was nurtured in the midst of 
a neighborhood life in the city of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, that was rich in literary, patriotic, and 
religious traditions, and when she became the wife 
of John D. Wattles, who: with her father had come 
to Philadelphia to conduct The Sunday School. Times, 
Sophy Trumbull Wattles found her mission anew 
in the establishing of a home.life of exceptional 
blessing to family and friends alike. For as the happy 
years passed, the Wattles household, -with its four 


W 2: each day brings to nearly every family 


Calvinistic Presbyterian, 992; Norwegian Lutheran, 
2,910. Among the reasons assigned for the decrease 
were the interruption or suspension of regular work 
of many parishes by the war, calling of pastors from 
their pulpits by the concentration of efforts in cen- 
tenary and other gigantic drives for funds and a 
great increase in deaths, due partly to the influenza 
epidemic. Prayer is the dynamic that these statistics 
indicate should be resorted to. Prayer is a dynamic 
that moves the omnipotent arm of God. “If ye shall 
ask . .-. I will do” (John 14:14). The alarming 
conditions revealed by these figures can be cured by 
a prayer-brought revival, for which so many Chris- 
tians are Mready praying. 


a 
Invisible Light 


Things brand new in the world of science are 
often age old in the realm of faith. “Even the blasé 
members of the American Philosophical Society sat 
up and took notice last night,” said the Philadelphia 
Record of April 24, “when they were treated to some- 
thing brand new in the world of science.” The article 
went on to’say that the gathering gazed at an “invis- 
ible light,” the inventor of which is Robert Williams 
Wood, professor of experimental physics at Johns 
Hopkins University. “The light is filtered through 
a special violet lens and can be projected with abso- 
lute accuracy a distance of six miles. Only the person at 
the receiving end can see the light, and he must be 
equipped with a sheet of paper or cloth which is phos- 
phorescently treated. When the light hits the paper or 
cloth it shows green.” This light was successfully 
used for signaling ‘purposes on the battlefront in 
France, where it was invented. Now the Bible tells 
us “God is light” (1 John 1:5), a light ‘invisible to 
the thoughtless, self-centered world. When “the 
light of the world” came into the world (John 8: 12), 
“Men loved the darkness rather than the light; be- 
cause their works were evil’ (John 3:19). Faith 
is that substance in the divine, supernatural alchemy 
that makes it possible to see the Invisible Light. 
“Faith is the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11: 
1). Moses saw our Invisible Light, and “endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible’ (Heb. 11:27). Those 
aviators and patrols on the firing line not only held 
out because of the cheering signals from the in- 
visible light, but they did exploits. And only those 
that see our Invisible Light can do anything for God. 
“He that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that 
his works may be made manifest, that they have been 
wrought in God” (John 3721). 


Her Next Mission 


boys and its most lovable and gifted father and 
mother, was a neighborhood center for all that sig- 
nifies most in the Ameriean Christian home. 

Then like the cloud shadow on a springtime land- 
scape, illness touched first the husband in that home. 
But the clcud did not pass. After six years of suf- 
fering, John Wattles, smiling up at some of us who 
stood near him in his room overlooking the shim- 
mering waters by his Florida winter home, smilin 
with the same look upon his wonderful face that ha 
so endeared him to every one, bade his wife fare- 
well. And she, turning to us with a holy light upon 
her face, stricken, yet triumphant, said tremblingly, 
yet quietly, “It is all over. Oh, I can hardly realize 
that he is at rest!” And there was no word of rebel- 
lion, no collapse of strength or of faith, in that first 
great crisis hour for this highly sensitive and utterly 
devoted wife and mother. 

And now she must think of her boys, —their 
schooling, their games, their well-rounded life in the 
home, the church, among their fellows. All this 
now became her mission, to do for them whatever 
her husband would have wished, whatever their best 
future might demand. 

But very soon the eldest boy, Harry, was taken ill. 
Then followed his separation from the family in 
search of health; and later the family moved to 
Denver to be with him, now so greatly improved as 
to be able to take up the study of medicine. It was 
-as an undergraduate when engaged in arduous medi- 
cal service in the mountains in assisting a local phy- 
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sician that Harry was stricken with his final illness, 


and he too was taken. ; 

Nor was this all. Another son, Alden, whose musi- 
cal genius was already aopereet, became ill; and 
after two or three years of vain effort to recover, 
during which his mother had arranged to live 
wherever it seemed best for him, and to share with 
him his musical studies, he, too, was taken. from her. 

Tests of suffering, sorrow, and loss seemed to call 
forth in Mrs. Wattles an undefeatable, irrepressible 
faith and unselfishness and sweetness and love. Dur- 
ing the evening of Alden’s death, after a ceaseless. 
vigil of loving watchfulness at his bedside until finally 
the end came, instead of being prostrated by per- 
sonal grief as so many mothers would have been, 
she went quietly about the house getting together 
some simple refreshment for other members ‘of her 
family ae were with her in that hour of trial and 
death. They did not need to look after her; she 
just continued to look after them, as throughout her 
ife. 

And she wrote to her loved aunt and life-lon 
friend, Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson, after the dea 
of this boy, saying that it was all right, and just 
as it should be: for now John had two of their nope 
in heaven with him, and she had two with her. In 
undisturbed trust and childlike faith she gladly ac- 
cepted God's will. E : 

It was in no spirit of dumb resignation that Mrs. 
Wattles met vad occasions as these. On the con- 
trary her faith was buoyant, elate, shining, overflow- 
ing, and its quality and reality showed in whatever 
she said or did. How eager and sympathetic she 
was in meeting others! Her interest was never of 
the detached, half-expectant sort that awaits sym- 
pathy from others. She seemed never to be think- 
ing of that, but only of what she could do to help. 
When yet another son, her youngest, was obliged 
to seek health in the western country, she spent what 
time she could with him, and while she dearly loved 
to be in the Philadelphia neighborhood in which most 
of her life had been passed, she wrote to one of her 
sisters: “I believe my place is here in Tucson for 
the present — until the Lord gives me a special call 
elsewhere, or another ‘mission.’ Isn’t it comforting 
that we do not have to decide all these things for 
ourselves?” And again to the same sister, “The 
Lord will open up my next ‘mission,’ I know, in His 
own time. In the meanwhile I am very happy and 
contented here in Tucson. The sky is the bluest 
blue, and the mountains all around Tucson are sim- 
ply magnificent — deep purple and grays, with jagged 
peaks every little distance, eofme of them snow cov- 
ered. The sunsets almost every night are glorious 
ones. You know how I love to watch them. They 
take me right to the gates of Heaven, and I can 
almost see John, Harry, and Alden there, as well as 
Mother and <Father, ang our many dear ones.” 

She was..a woman of prayer as part of the very 
breath of her life, and as part. of her daily activity. 
At one time she prayed long and earnestly; for: a 
series of weeks.or months,-for a certain fellow- 
member of a Bible class in which she was a faithful 
student. And when, after long waiting, her prayer 
for that fellow-member was answered her joy knew 
no bounds, v9 

Her devotional life was: very real and deep. Gladly 
she took the truth of victory by simple faith in the 


Lord Jesus Christ. She was eager to know all that 
God’s Word and fellow Christians could tell her about 
this. Without any emotion or evidence she was will- 


ing to trust the Lord fully as her victory, But one 
day she came to her brother with a a face. 
Oh, she had had such a wonderful experience of which 
she must tell him. And then she said that she had 
been talking over the matter of victory with one of 
her sisters, and had been trying to explain, very 
fully but simply, just what it is Christ offers us in 
Himself in the meeting of all our needs. “And as 
I told her about it,” she went on with shining face, 
“it all became plain and wonderful to me as I had 
never known it before. The joy and miracle of it 
swept over me like a flood! I see it all now.” She 
did not try to say very much in telling of this, but 
the joy of the Lord that was shining out through 
her face and voice as she spoke told what no merely 
human words can ever tell, of Christ’s indwellin 
ne sufficiency and fulness “unto all the fulness o 
oO Sag 


No mother ever loved her sons more devotedly than 
she. She oy lived for them. Whatever of blessing, 
material or otherwise, came to her, she rejoiced to 
pass on to her boys. Her life was wrapped up in 
them, while at the same time God’s will for them and 
for her she knew was best. 

After the return of her soldier son, Major William 
P. Wattles, from long and arduous overseas service 
as'an officer in the Signal Corps, it was one of the 

reat days of her life when her boy received a citation 
trom the War Department, signed by General Persh- 
ing, for exceptionally meritorious and conspicuous 
service. Her loving excitement as she called mem- 
bers of the family on the telephone and told them of 
the wonderful joy that had come to her was char- 
~acteristic of her delight in the sons whom God had 
given her, and her passionate love for them. 

But she was always so proud and happy in any 
achievements of others. Her letters to various mem- 
















Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“In Him 1 am sure we have absolute | 
freedom’ from sin and continuous 


victory.” —Alexander Smellie. | 


bers of her family circle overflowed with expres- 
sions of her love for them and her pride in them. 
And when, from time to time, they would tell her 
of their love for her and their pride in her, it seemed 
to come as an incredible thing to her, to be humbly 
put away or denied as quite impossible. She was, to 
a very rare degree, utterly humble and self-effacing 
as far as any achievements or virtues of her own 
were concerned. But how they did shine out in her 
ife 

It was while on a visit with her youngest son, who 
had removed to Denver from Tucson, that Mrs. 
Wattles was called upon to share with him and his 
young wife the grief that came to‘them in the loss 
of a little new-born daughter. “My. mission,” she 
wrote, “has certainly been here, and oh, how thank- 
ful I am that the Lord brought me here, and has 








Shall the Church Use Motion Pictures? 


(Continued from last week’s issue) 


In connection with the advertising of what appears 
to be one of the best “projectors,” or machines for 
throwing the motion picture on to the screen, The 
Sunday School Times has recently had an interest- 
ing correspondence with the agency that places the 
advertising of this projector. The Times has not 
hesitated to carry the advertising of the projector 
itself, because of the fact that there is a legitimate 
use of motion pictures of the right sort, and at the 
right time, by the church. But when an advertise- 
ment of this projector included statements concern- 
ing the church’s use of motion pictures which were 
directly contrary to The Sunday School Times’ con- 
victions as set forth in this -editorial discussion of 
the matter, the Times of course had, to refrain from 
carrying™such advertising.. A few extracts. from. the 
advertising itself, and from the .correspondence be- 
tween. the advertising agency and the Publisher of 
the Times,. will throw light on the principles involved. 

The advertisement that was. not accepted. by. The 
Sunday School Times made the -statement that “‘sel- 
dom does. the spoken. word, by itself, satisfactorily 
attain the object of the spoken word in the Church.” 
And the advertisement went on to say: “Does any- 
thing do it .better than words? Yes— motion pic- 
tures!.. . . What power this gives to the city, sub- 
urban, and country church,” 

Now The Sunday School Times, as has already 
been stated, believes that the church may properly 
make use of secular natural motion picture films, on 
week days, as an incidental part of its work in the 
field of social or educational life. But the emphasis 
of this advertisement was upon the point that what 
the spoken word in the great mission of the church 
could_not do, the motion picture would do. In other 
words, the implication was that the. Twentieth Cen- 
tury church, with the aid of the motion picture, 
could do what the First Century church could not 
hope to do! If only the apostle Peter had had a 
motion picture man alongside of him on the day of 
Pentecost, busily turning the crank of a reel as Peter 
“lifted up his voice and spake forth unto them” in 
that marvelous declaring of the Gospel of Christ, 
then the result of that spoken word by Peter, strength- 
ened by the motion picture appeal, might have been 
the adding unto them that day perhaps thirty thou- 
sand souls, instead of three thousand! The Sunday 
School Times does-not wish to be harsh of sarcastic 
in putting the point in this éxtreme way. It seeks only 
to call to the attention of the ministers and laymen 
of the church of Jesus Christ in this Twentieth Cen- 
tury the unscriptural tendencies and teachings of 
those who are urging upon’the church the use of a 
modern invention to add power to the Holy Spirit. 

That advertisement was not accepted by The Sun- 
day School Times. The Publisher suggested, to the 
advertiser's agent a substitute advertisement, i.- 
tended to recommend legitimate and Christian uses 
for the motion picture, for week days and special oc- 
casions. But this substitute advertisement suggested 
by the Publisher was rejected by the agent, and the 
Publisher then wrote to him, in part, as follows: 


Your advertisement specifically- encourages the 
use of the moving picture in services of the. church 
to supply power to ineffective preaching because 
of the inadequacy of the spoken word in its power 
to quicken thought and get action. 
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that. It was oteaeed that she herself was in need 

of an immediate operation, and so with the same 

sweet. and cheery and abidingly trustful spirit: that 

she had shown when her loved ones were in 

she faced this new testing time. 

On the day after the operation, from which she 
never recovered, as she lay faint and weary in her ‘ 
hospital bed, with scarcely enough strength to speak, 
she saw her youngest son by her bedside.'.Then she 
remembered that the previous night, which she had 
spent in the hospital, was the first night in months 
when she had been away from him, he had 
lacked her personal care— for he, too, had been ill. 
She turned and asked him whether he had had a good 
pe gh rest. Dying as she was, her thought was not 
ry 


herself, but of her boy who needed her. 
a reflection of himself. our Father in heaven gives : 
us in our mothers! and how such a life confirms in 
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The Sunday School Times would not print an 
advertisement that specifically advises a minister 
to use a moving picture outfit because he cannot 
get from his preaching satisfactory results in at- 
tendance by the spoken word. To do so would 
simply mean the direct encouraging of a weakness ri 
that exists far too extensively already in the false ‘fh 
notion that the church must compete with the world 
in so-called attractions. I do not know of one 
great evangelist, or a preacher of any real power, 
who has to depend upon pictorial work of any 
kind to get satisfactory results. 


_ There is a place for a moving picture outfit, I be- 
lieve, in many churches for certain purposes, but 
I am not willing to run a moving pictute outfit 
advertisement in The Sunday School: Times that 
I believe to be; in its plain recommeérdations, % 
direct hindrance to the best life of the church. 


This is why I sent you, for your consideration, a 
substitute advertisement, and why I could not. ate 
tempt to alter the advertisement you sent by slight 
word changes. 





In reply the President of the advertising agency 
wrote, in part: 

If you take the position that all a projector manu- 
facturer can do is to point ott in his copy “week-day 
and special occasion uses” for his machine, you take a 
position that is commercially trentendously absurd. 

We are sending copy similar to that rejected by you 
to the best church papers in the country, which is be- i 
ing accepted and. published without any ‘change. . | 

When you catch up with the world let us know, for 


we appreciate The Sunday School Times and like it 
tremendously. 


God forbid that The Sunday School Times should 
ever catch up with the world! Any church that has 
caught up with the world, or that is trying to do 
has lost its message for Christ. “My kingdom,” sai 
the Lord Jesus, “is not of this world” (John 18: 36). 
To all true Christiafs the Holy Spirit says through | 
the apostle Paul: “And you did he make alive, when } 
ye were dead through your trespasses and sin 
wherein ye once walked according to the course o 
this world” (Eph. 2:2); and any Christian of church 
that has “caught up with the world” and keeps step* 
with the world is going back into the sphere of death, ) 
instead of walking in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). 
Another New Testament passage on the world that ~ 
helps to clear the atmosphere for any Christian who 
is considering this whole subject is that word through 
the “apostle of love”: “Love not the world, neither * 
the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the vajnglory ‘of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world pass- 
eth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2: 15-17). 


This editorial discussion of the whole question of the relation 
of the church to motion pictures, which will_be concluded in 
the next issue of The Sunday School Times, may be had in 
pamphlet form from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 50 cents a dozen copies; $4 a 
hundred, or 5 cents each, postpaid. Churches and Sunday- 
schools, pastors and many other Christian workers, are con- 
tinually having to consider the question in one aspect or ani- 
other; and it is hoped that the wide distribution of this pamphlet 
may be of real service to those who would keep the church to 
her true mission while at the same time avoiding any un- 
scriptural narrowness. j 


(Zo be concluded in next week's issue.) 
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intime for the opening of the evangelistic 

meetings under the auspices of our Belgian 
Gospel Mission conducted by Pastor Reuben Saillens, 
the noted evangelist of France. Splendid prepara- 
tions had been made for these meetings by the 
Rev. Donald G. Barnhouse and the force here. Night 
after night from a thousand to fourteen hundred 
people gathered to hear the Gospel. Probably not 
since the days of the Reformation had such large 
crowds gathered in Brussels to hear the Word of 
God, and Pastor Saillens said that he had never had 
better meetings. 2 : 

Several years ago Pastor Saillens had _ con- 
ducted a series of meetings for Mr. Julius 
Hoffmann with good success and much _bless- 
ing, and we were very happy, as we planned for this 
new series of conferences, to have the co-operation 
of this man of God,-Mr. Hoffmann, a business man 
who for many years has conducted a small Gospel 
meeting in the heart of Brussels. 

In our absence Mr. Barnhouse and Mr. Hoffmann 
made a diligent search for a suitable hall, and it 
was only at the very last that, in answer to prayer, 
they -were directed to the commodious Salle de la 
Madeleine, which has become in these last weeks a 
very sacred place to us becausé of the scenes we have 
seen enacted there. See ; : 

A grand piano seemed an impossible thing to ob- 
tain for hire, but that too came in answer to prayer. 
The city was placarded with advertisements. ill 
posters and hand bills were freely circulated, and 
at one of the sessions of the Bible school, Mr. Barn- 
house asked for volunteers among the students and 
colporteurs to carry sandwich boards announcing the 
meetings. There was immediate response on the 

art of Peter, Arthur, Frank, Francois Beth, Mr. 

acors, and later still-others offered their services; 
so day after day between the hours of 12 and 2 
o’clock these salilers of the cross went forth to 
bear scoffs and ridicule for His name. ~, 2 

My husband and Mr. Barnhouse agreed that the 
men should do no form of service that the leaders 
themselves were not willing to perform; and so 
there was a very impressive ceremony in the back 
court just about noon, while Mr. Norton, Mr. Barn- 
house, Pastor Karel Blommert, in charge of the 
Flemish work at Antwerp, and Mr. Van Steenberghe, 
assistant in the. Bible scHool, were harnessed into 
their sandwich boards, colporteurs and students look- 
ing on. with some disapproval, but I think secret 
commendation; and so at last, fully equipped, the 
four sallied forth. 

Mr. Harald Simonsen, a business man, who with 
his wife has come out for Christ since the begin- 
ning of this. work, went along te cry “our wares” 
to the multitudes in the streets. The colporteurs 
also accompanied the procession, to give out litera- 
ture. My husband assumed the honor of leading 
the procession, but I might as well relate that the 
others accused him after their return of leaving the 
procession from.time to time on the Boulevard 
Anspach, and with his sandwich board and all go- 
ing up to the sidewalk to look in the windows at 
something displayed therein; perhaps it was cheese, 
of which he is very fond! it was a joyful occasion 
and a precious bit of witnessing for the Master. 
They met with many stares, but on the whole with 
a not hostile reception. Their going out was prefaced 
with prayer. 

There had been much prayer for the opening of 
these conferences, our first effort along this par- 
ticular line, and our lips were filled with praise as 
we gazed out over that crowd of a thousand or 
more in the Salle de la Madeleine the opening night. 
It seemed as we gathered for prayer in the little 
anteroom that the Lord himself was very near. Pas- 
tor Saillens, himself an able leader of song, turned 
that part of the service over to Mr. Barnhouse, who 
did it most acceptably, and his remarks from time 
to time in French were much appreciated, even if 
sometimes the congregations found them a little 
amusing and unconventional. I was increasingly 
grateful that I could be at the piano and give a 
message in song as well, from time to time, and the 


W: REACHED Brussels on January 13, just 


music-loving Belgians entered heartily into our ser- 
vice of song. Such congregational singing I defy 
any American assembly to produee. Even in Wales 
I have’ never heard finer. One time played through, 
and the whole audience is able to join in singing a 
perfectly new Gospel song. : , 

The messages of Pastor Saillens were given night 
after night with rare power. It was the cross he 
preached, the blood of the cross, without which there 
is no cleansing. Sin he named as sin, black and 
hateful and horrible, and many of these worldly, sin- 
ful people of ‘Brussels-who entered to hear the mes- 
sage took these words home to their own hearts, and 
before long hands began to be lifted for prayer. 
It was the third night before any. expression of de- 
sire“to accept Christ was asked for, and it was with 
true emotion that we saw the hands beginning to 
go up, fifty, a hundred, and one night as many as 
two hundred hands were lifted. 

Pastor Saillens had his own method of conducting 
these services. It was varied from night ‘to night, 
but the last thing was always the giving out of de- 
eision cards- with a coupon attached, which was. to 
be signed and sent. back to us. Many no doubt signed 
these cards and did.not return them, but there Save 
come back some two hundred. Many we believe 
have passed from death unto life. are greatly 
interested in the number of young men and women 
who took a stand for Christ. 

Our colporteurs did valiant service, those living 
in Antwerp coming up daily for the services, work- 
ing in the bookstall in the vestibule at night; serv- 
ing as ushers and personal workers, and returning 
to Antwerp in the small hours of the morning. Thou- 
sands of Gospels and tracts. were given away to 
those in attendance, some fifteen. hundred copies. of 
“Fhe Way to God,” by Moody, among the numbes 


- About two hundred Bibles and Testaments were sold. 


Messages came to us through the post from those 
who were being interested and blessed, professional 
men as well as artisans. On the front seat night 
after night was Baron V—, with his wife and chil- 
dren, and nightly he paused to give us a word of 
friendly encouragement and sympathy. 

The closing night of the conference was truly the 

great day of the feast. Seats had been specially 
reserved for those who had signed cards during the 
meetings, and there were at least a hundred and 
fifty of these who accepted the printed invitation. 
It was an inspiring sight. Faithfully and lovingly 
Pastor Saillens presented the way of victory and 
blessing in the Christian life to them, and there was 
a very tender spirit manifested: Fourteen hundred 
people composed the audience of that closing ses- 
sion. 
. It seemed too bad that one of those who profess 
to be shepherds of the sheep and are not should 
have chosen that closing night to distribute in the 
streets, outside our door, a handbill announcing a 
sermon that he was to preach against the “bloody 
sacrifice of our Lord.” From the platform that night 
a warning was uttered against his handbills. In 
another part of the city, too, was being conducted 
a great mass concert; we feared, to draw away some 
who might be led to come to our services. So does 
darkness hate light, and so does rationalism hate 
the old-fashioned Gospel of the cross of Christ, but 
we take our stand behind that cross, and God for- 
bid that we should preach any other Gospel than 
that “once for all delivered to the saints,” and if we 
sah found so doing may He take us out of this 
and. 

One-of our number had gone home to tell his 
yoting wife, the mother of a ion weeks’ old baby, of 
the great blessing he had received. She said to him, 
“It seems that I do so little and share so little in 
this time of blessing. Let us pray that I, too, may be 
revived.” Until two o’clock in the morning this 
young couple prayed, and were back again at the 
service next day, none the worse for their long 
prayer-tryst. A dear oe wrote for our correspon- 
dence course because home opposition forbade her 
attending the Bible school. 

Two young girls came to me to ask about our 
services at 17 Rue du Gouvernement Provisoire. “We 





have just made a beginning,” one of them said, “but 
we ought to. know the doctrines of this new religion, ' 


and we are so ignorant. I should like to help the 
girls at the shop where I am employed, but I can- 
not do it yet.” 

Growing out of this remark and the requests of 
other young women we have perfected arrangements 
for a weekly Bible class for young women which 
Miss White will. take, I retaining the older women, 
whose numbers have so grown that they alone over- 
flow our hall. We pray for the time when similar 
ee of young women shall be meeting all over 


elgium. e think of that too as we see our Sun- 
day-school growing to fifty or sixty children every 
Sunday. 


The meetings have awakened an interest in the Gos- 
pel throtighout the land. A pastor at Charteroi wrote 
me that as a result a revival had begun in his own 
church. Colonel Cooke, the commanding officer of 
the Salvation Army for Belgium, also wrote me that 
following this Mission their meetings had been much 
larger, a much deeper interest had Coen shown in the 
Gospel, and souls were being saved. This, he said 
was unquestionably the result of the Saillens Mis- 
sion. The meetings in our own hall have also in- 
creased in interest and numbers, and scarcely a day 
passes by but some one comes to our place to in- 
quire concerning the way of life. 

Two weeks after this campaign closed, we invited 
all those who had professed conversion to our hall. 
There were over a hundred present, and they asked 


for a meeting every week. This meeting has been - 


well attended ever since its beginning. 

Encouraged by the results of the Saillens meetings 
and anxious to extend this work, we have secured the 
assistance of an evangelist from Switzerland, and he 
is now holding a series of evangelistic meetings for 
us in different parts of the country. The crowds 
have been very large for this land, and many peo- 
= have professed to accept Christ. Word from Mr. 

arnhouse to-day says that some fifty people ex- 
pressed a desire in the meeting last night to know 
Christ. This seems to us most marvelous, and we 
are filled with praise to God for what he is doing. 
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The Victorious Life 




















Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en- 
tirely dependent for support upon the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had from Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia, Early enrolment should be made 
for Long Beach, Stony Brook, and Cedar Lake Conferences. 


Moody Tabernacle, Chicago ..............sse00 May 23 to 27 
(With training groups, May 23 to 29.) 

I, BPN” bow acdccdscccesccccceceseccecs May 23 to 27 
Logan Center, Nebraska ............sess008 May 30 to June 3 
Seattle, Washington (Plymouth Congrega- 

Comal CREPE) o2.cccccccccsce geenecepvese May 27 to June 1 
Wayne, Nebraska .............. Bole dbs ed c8bevasesen June 6 to 10 
Re EE, RRO... vcdcccwccacscboabnbeesad June 20 to 27 


(Business Manager, Warren A. Pike, South Pasadena, Cal.) 
Girls’ Camp Pinnacle, Helderberg Moun- 


bens, TROUT, has bbncccces ccc tedcepicoeseces July 10 to 19 
Stony Brook, Long Island ..........sseseeseeses July 17 to 23 
Stony Brook, Long Island ............sceeeeseees July 24 to 30 
Coe Re, MER ic aicccceccsscdenecceceteoes August 14 to 20 
Cedar Lake, Indiana ........cseseseese Sestees August 21 to 29 
(The Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North Avenue, Chicago.) 

vi 


night and showed him the way. It was all so 
new and simple when he saw it. 

“Why, he said, ‘this is merely getting back to 
where I started when I was saved! 

“Isn’t it sweet of our Lord Jesus to make himself 
so precious to hungry hearts? My own soul has been 
burning with his message, and he is wonderfully 
keeping me Now. Hallelujah!” 

This is part of an enthusiastic letter from a pas- 
tor just a week after the close of the Victorious 
Life conference held in his church. This young 
Christian caught the whole simple secret’ of victory 
in Christ. It is getting back to where he was when 
he had that crisis of becoming a new creature in 
Christ Jesus; he remembered that in that moment 
he was full of joy and peace, his sins were rolled 
away, his heart was full of love, and he had a clear 
testimony to the saving power of Christ. It is be- 
cause Christians have gotten “away from home,” have 
let sin enter and so have lost the joy of full salvation 
that there is needed the glad tidings of victory by 


a a young man in my study an hour last 


faith for every one who will yield and make the de-* 


cision to accept by faith the whole provision of our 
Saviour for present victory. This lad learned the 
meaning of the word, “As ye received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk in him.” 

This pastor in his new-found joy of being able to give 


287° 


a 


EES 58 





















































































gh a 


Sees 


a 








definite guidance to dissatisfied Christians as well as 
to lost sinners, has started a Monday night seagor | 
in his little’ church in Chicago for testimony an 
prayer and Bible feeding for the Christians who have 
taken the step of faith for complete victory and for 
hungry Christians who know that they need this 
definite step. y . . 

In this meeting (in the Kimball Avenue United 
Evangelical Church), and in other places in vag od 
earnest prayer is going up for the conference to 
held in Moody Tabernacle from May 23 to 30. A 
new feature will be two training classes, meeting from 
6.30 to 7.30 each night from Monday till Saturday; 
one group, under the leadership of Dr. A. J. Ramsey, 
will Be for missionaries and ministers and Christian 
workers; the secorid, under the leadérship of Robert 
€. McQuilkin, will be for missionary volunteers and 
the younger Christian workers. On the opening’ day 
of this conference, May 23, Dr. Griffith Thomas and 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, on their way-to conduct 
Victorious Life conferences for several months in 
the Far East, will give the Sunday morning and eve- 
ning messages in the Tabernacle. The conference 
meetings will continue afternoon and evening until 
Thursday night, when Mr. Rader will speak. But 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday the sessions of 
the now famous annual “Missionary Rally” of the 
Moody Church will meet, thus linking the two great 
gatherings. The Victorious Life Conference will be 
specially for the youmg people of Chicago and vicin- 
ity, though the sessidms are open to all. Apply for 
. programs to the Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North 
Avenue, Chicago. 

» The mission groups at the summer conferences this 
year promise to be of peculiar interest and power. 
At both Stony Brook and Cedar Lake it is expected 
that groups will be led by Dr. Davidson, of India; 
Henry L, Hellyer, President of the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Alliance; Louisa Vaughan, of China; Mrs. J. 
Harvey Borton, formerly of the Student Volunteer 
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Movement and of India. For the second conference 
in Stony Brook, Mr. E. J. Pace, Director of the | 
Missionary Course in Moody Bible Institute, and 
member of the Council of the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony, will also conduct a missionary group. 


e - 
Nuggets from Conference Speakers 


“Romans seven, from seven to twenty-four, gives 
the picture of a man face to face with law, and 
nothing between.” Ba 

“Surrender is not primarily a surrender of things 
but of self; not a surrender of a ‘sinful self,’ but 
just of self, the new creature in Christ (Rom, 6:.14).” 

“Christianity is not a fifth wheel added: to the 
wagon of humanity. Its: purpose is to make the four 
wheels run right.’ 

“Man can never be good by choosing the good. He 
may~be good by choosing the Saviour who makes 
him good.” . 

“‘Shall we sin? (Rom. 6:15.) 
means by ‘sin’ is probably what sin is. 
it is, God says, ‘Don’t do it.” 

“There is not a single Christian word, thought, or 
expression in Romans seven, from 7 to 24, save for 
the recognition of the law as spiritual.” 

“The Victorious Life is not optional for the Chris- 
tian. Anything less is not normal, New. Testament 
Christianity.” 

“Unconscious. sin’ is a contradiction in terms. An 
unconscious man cannot sin. Mor can a stick.” 

“Sin is a tragedy. We are in danger of making 
it an incident,’ a sad but necessary incident in the 
Christian life.” 

“Sin is never an accident, but a definite choice of 
the will of a free moral agent.” 


Whatever God 
And whatever 





Making Sunday-School Picture-Books 


That “does us good first, and then does sick children good”; how one 
teacher impressed truth through “self-activity ” 


J 








the past has been t¢ lack of activity during 

the session hour. MOaring~the week children, 
especially between the ages of five and fourteen, are 
very.active. In day-school there is constant call for 
use of fingers and feet, which gives a vent for some 
of the animal spirits. But in Sunday-school little 
hands were supposed to be folded in the lap, little 
feet placed primly on the floor or more likely on the 
fungs of the chair, or left to dangle uncomfortably. 
Only the little lips were allowed expression in song 
and question. 

Now, however, a realization of the fact that self- 
activity is one of the surest means of agree | 
truth of any kind has set religious teachers at wor 
on the Ps, Poe of giving the Sunday-school pupils 
some activity which will serve the double purpose 
of allowing a proper outlet for surplus energy and 
growding a means of impressing-the lesson 


O%: of the mistakes of Sunday-school work in 


ay. 

The writer worked at this problem for some months 
as superintendent of a Primary Department, in a 
small Sunday-school. 

The department had four grades, two Beginners’ 
and two Primary, with a teacher for each grade and 
ba modern graded lessons in use. Nearly .every 

unday the last five or ten minutes of the lesson 
period were used for hand-work. The department 
money provided crayons, scissors, pencils, and other 
articles needed, and each teacher had access to these 
as she desired. Each child was also provided with 
a small blankbook of his own. During the week 
each teacher prepared a page of these books by 
writing at the top the name of the lesson and at 
the bottom the memory verse. Sometimes the hand- 
work consisted merely of coloring with crayons the 

icture for the day. At other times a picture-out- 
ine, such as a ship or a bird, prepared in the blank- 
books by the teacher during the week, was outlined 
in colors by the children. Again, the memory verse 
was srinted in large letters and colored. A box of 
“letters” furnished opportunity for the older chil- 
dren to spell out the words of the memory verse. 
The highest primary grade wrote the answers to 
certain questions prepared beforehand, drew simple 
outlines of their own or found at home pictures 
to be pasted in the books. 

Of course, some lessons took longer to teach than 
others and used up the entire period allotted. In 
Such cases the children were allowed to take the 
books home to finish, provided they brought them 
back the following Sunday. The little folks were 
very proud of their work, and only rarely was a 

left at home. Sewing cards (perforated) were 
also used to apreatinge with the youngest children, 
but this work was always done at. home, as it re- 
quired individual attention and plenty of time. As 
a rule, the mothers were glad to help and to insure 


or the - 


the return of the cards the following Sunday. Tiny 
reward cards were given to each one who handed it in. 

All this hand-work was put on exhibition occa- 
sionally, usually at Christmas and on Children’s Day,- 
and parents and friends wete invited to inspect it. 
It was then given to the children “for keeps.” 

One word in-regard to the pictures illustrating 
the lessons,, which were given out frequently as a 
change from the drawings made by hand. The 
cor bag were provided with leaves of colored paper 

uslin to keep at home. Before the pictures were 
given out, they were gummed on the under side by 
the teachers when preparing the lesson. They were 
then easily pasted in the scrap-hook page by the chil- 
dren. When a page was full on both sides, either 
with Sunday-school pictures or with others which 
the children had. added at home, it was brought back 
and a new one given, The pages when all gathered 
in were taken to a children’s hospital. Thus a mis- 
sionary spirit was inculcated naturally, and, as one 
little fellow expressed it, “The pictures does us good 
first, and then they does the sick children good.” 
The children took great pains in keeping their scrap- 
pooks clean, and were never unwilling to part with 
them. ‘ . ‘ 

The following other methods of hand-work or 
other physical activity during the session program 
may be helpful: Marching during the offering, the 
use of some of the “rest” exercises to stretch the 
cramped muscles of legs and arms, permitting to help 
in placing figures and houses when a lesson is taught 
by means of a sand-tray, motion songs, and paper 
folding instead of so much crayon work. In con- 
nection with the lessons leading up to the Easter 








** Luke as a physician had written his birth reports, but 
never one like this one.’’ Which one? The Virgin Birth 
of our Lord. This is a statement by Dr. A. T. Robertson, 
the eminent Greek scholar, Professor of Interpretation of 
the New Testament in the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., in a compelling study of Luke’s 
credibility to appear in next week’s issue, entitled ‘‘Luke 
and the Virgin Birth of Jesus.’’ It is the first of a ‘series 
of three studies. 


That issue, May 29, is the World Fundamentals Con- 
ference Number of The Sunday School Times. Other 
articles will be ‘* The Only Unsinkat!s Ship, ’’ by Dr. C. I. 
Scofield, a thrilling experience connected with the sink- 
ing of the Titanic; ‘‘ A Message from the Dead,’’ by 
@ woman rescued from modern Spiritism; a forecast of 
the Fundamentals Conference at Chicago, June | 3-20, 
for which your prayers are requested, and ether articles in 
the way of loving contention for the faith once for all 
commitied to the saints. 





the great delight of the 
‘. superintendent or teacher will originate many methods 
€ 


story, seeds of grass were sown by each child 
the department in a shallow box of sand, and i 
two weeks’ time, by means of -the care give by 
the. superintendent, «the — blades appeared to 

little ones. An ingenious 
to keep the little hands employed, at least for a few 
minutes, not in an aimless fashion, but in some way 
suitable to the lesson for the day.* The good order 
and happy faces of the children will repay for any 
extra time and trouble. The papers provided now 
with the graded lessons by the denominational boards 
make this question of hand-work extremely simple, 
but many Sunday-schools cannot afford these, which 
was the case of the school that used the above-named 
methods. — : } 

One objection ‘that may be raised in connection 
with the hand-work is that tables are necessary. 
True, and the writer firmly believes that every 4 
from Beginners’ to Intermediates, should be provid 
with a table. But if finances will not permit the pur- 
chase of ready made ones, for the younger children 
a light plank or even a table leaf placed on two low 
woodert horses, on the rungs of a chair or across the 
seats of two kindergarten chairs will answer the 
purpose. An ordinary kitchen table with the 
cut off to make it the proper height is also very satis- 
factory. : 2 aa 

But the Primary Department is not the only divi-« 
sion of the Sunday-school that needs activity. . The 
first grade Juniors have just come out of the Primary 
Department, where perhaps there has been a good 
deal of activity. Consequently they miss the variety 
and in many~cases are very irregular in attendance, 
Hand-work will help in a large degree to give vent 
to the restlessness of the period and will insure bet- 
ter attendance. Some of the work can be continued 
—the use of “letters” to spell out the memory verses, 
coloring pictures a little more elaborately, writing 
answers to questions. In the next grade large blank- 
books can be kept to good advantage in which to 
write lesson outlines, draw maps of the Holy Land 
and its environs, write short sketches of the lives 
of people of the Bible, or reproduce in pupils’ own 
words the story of the previous lesson. (This last 
would necessarily have to be done at home.) Model 
ing the map of Palestine in sand is also instructive. 
The. higher grades can continue the map modding 
and drawing, and color divisions, mountains, an 
rivers, appropriately. Here may ‘also come in a 
little blackboard work done by the pupils themselvés, 
for many of them have “become used to the black- 
board in the day-school. The blank-books when used 


should be very accurately and neatly kept, and all . 


work should be put on exhibition occasionally. 

An illustration of the power hand-work may have 
to hold indifferent pupils, was a boy in my own Junior 
Department, extremely indifferent to Sunday-school 
and irregular in attendance. The teacher discovered 
that he liked drawing, and suggested that he draw 
on the blackboard before the lesson time the out- 
line or picture given in the teacher’s quarterly. He 
took held of the idea with zest, and for a long 
while came early to have the pleasure of exhibiting 
his ability to draw and print. 

In the lower grades of the Intermediate Depart- 
ment, activity still continues and much efficient work 
can be done along the lines of map drawing, outline 
work, answering questions in writing, and many 
such ways. Map modeling in pulp can take the place 
of sand—a little done every Sunday as the lessons 
proceed. - Modeling clay vessels of Bible or mission- 
ary coyntries creates mitch interest. Blank-books, 
if- used at all, should’ be very thoroughly and ac- 
curately kept. | 

The methods mentioned above may not meet the 
approval of all Sunday-school workers for two rea+ 
sons: first, because they may seem to require more 
time than the lesson hour contains; and, second, be- 
cause they my | appear too much like play. In an- 
swer to the first objection, if the work for the 
younger children is prepared by the teacher before- 
hand the filling-in process will take only a short time 
—ten minutes at the most and often -only five. 
Surely the session program can be condensed a trifle 
at some other point -to give opportunity for this self- 
expression. With the older Junior and Intermediate 
classes the work can usually. be done in connection 
with the lesson—hand and mind working together 
as lesson advances. 

n answer to the second objection, consider the 
natural restlessness of young children. This per- 
fectly legitimate restlessness must find an outlet 
somewhere, especially with children of nervous tem- 
perament and with those who have had to sit quietly 
through a long sermon, as is frequently the 
case. Restlessness soon leads to mischief. Is it not 
better that it should be turned into a channel which 
will be both instructive ‘and satisfying than-that it 
should be turned toward the scholar in front or be- 
hind, to the consequent distraction of attention? Any 
one who has tried to interest young children by giv- 
ing them something to do, knows how some simple 
little device will make them happy and interested at 
once. A three-months’ trial of the hand-work method 
of holding attention and as a means of discipline, 
compared with the hearing-and-seeing method onlg, 
will show results much in favor of the former sys- 
tem.—Emma Virginia Fish, Buffalo, N. Y 


, 




















———————E 
age 


ea 























for June 6 


‘2 Samuel 15 


~THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a 








Zionism strikes a snag 
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The Jew and the Newspaper 


By Thomas M. Chalmers Revrincie Jit irnzeltestion sous 





trouble with a secret treaty. An_ agreement 
was made in 1916, called the Sykes-Picot agree- 
ment, for the dividing of their respective spheres of 
influence in the Eastern Mediterranean. The follow- 
ing from the New Republic for March 10, 1920, states 
the whole matter clearly: 


Zionism and the Secret Treaty 


ye HERE impends a decision involving the fate 
~of Zionism. The Council of Prime Ministers 
is at the point of fixing the northern boundary which 
will mark the frontier between the zone of the 
British mandate for Palestine and the zone of the 
French mandate for Syria. Publicly all the Allies 
are committed to the complete establishment of the 
Jewish Home. Privately and actually they are 
caught once again in the snare of a secret treaty 
which threatens to dismember the Jewish state and 
cause enduring friction in the Near East. : 

“The secret treaty is known as the Sykes-Picot 
agreement. : j st 

“What the Sykes-Picot line does is to divide 
Palestine from Northern Galilee, from the_head- 
waters of the Jordan and Litani rivers. On the 
possession of these headwaters depends the economic 
future of Palestine: They are the water supply for 
irrigation and for fuel. The waters which descend 
from the crests of Hermon are the necessary en- 
gineering power for Palestine. With them, once they 
are dammed and harnessed, Palestine can support 
on a conservative estimate 5,000,000. A territory that 
can support five million is a national home; a terri- 
tory deprived of motive power, treeless and dry, is 
not a national home because it is not a natioral 
workshop. It is literally true, therefore, to say that 
unless Palestine controls the headwaters of the 
streams which pass through it, the Zionist hope and 
the Allied promise may be frustrated.” 


England Back of a Jewish Palestine 


HE Cotmncil is thus grappling with a very thorny 

question. But at the same time England is giv- 
ing the Jews fresh assurances as to her purpose to 
help the Jews secure a national home in Palestine. 
The Hon. Winston S. Churchill, Great Britain’s 
Minister of War, has published an article in a late 
issue of the London Herald, which is considered by 
Zionist leaders as one of the most important state- 
ments on Zionism since Balfour’s bem declaration 
of November 2, 1917, definitely pledging Englagd to 
the establishment of a Jewish National Homeland 
in Palestine. He says: 

“Zionism is of the greatest importance to the whole” 
world. The Balfour Declaration in favor of es- 
tablishing a Jewish Homeland in Palestine proclaimed 
Britain’s unchanging poescion toward the question. 

“In our day we will see a Jewish state under Eng- 
land’s protection with a population of from three to 
four millions, built up along the shores of the Jor- 
dan. The Jews must immediately create a Jewish 
national center in Palestine, where the oppressed 
gece of Central Europe may find shelter and which 
shall be a symbol of Jewish og and_honor.” 

This would seem to make the Sykes-Picot agree- 
ment impossible. 

ve 


{Further Complications in Syria 


HE hostile attitude of the Islamic. elements in 
Palestine gives deep cause for anxiety to the 
Zionists. But added reasons for anxious thought to 
both Zionists and the Allied Council are found in 
the news that the Syrian Congress at Damascus has 
mel vay the independence of Syria and that Mos- 
m leaders in Mesopotamia are talking of indepen- 
dence. French rule for Syria is not at all desired 
by the native population, except in the case of the 
small Catholic element. It is said that Prince Feisal, 
son of the King of the Hedjaz, has been proclaimed 
King of Syria. This prince is a direct descendant 
of Mohammed, and as such will have a far stronger 
hold on the Arabs of the entire peninsula than the 
Turkish Moslems. He is an able man, enlightened 
and liberal in sentiment. What solution will finally 
be found for the whole vast series of thorny prob- 
lems in the Near East remains to be seen. The 
way is not easy for France, Great Britain or the 
Jews. 
He 


m French Cardinal on Zionism 


sk. attitude of the Pope toward the Zionist 
movement, which has been rather dubious if not 
antagonistic, sets in stronger light the statement made 


Freroatie™ and Great Britain are facing new 


by Cardinal Du Bois on his recent visit to Haifa. 
The New Palestine tells the story: 

“When Cardinal Du Bois visited Haifa, an enter- 
tainment was given in his honor by the residents of 
that city. The Cardinal was asked by some Mussul- 
man to deliver a message to the Pope, requesting that 
the Holy Land should not be given to the Jews. The 
Cardinal answered, ‘The victory of the Allies largely 
depended on the support of the Jews, who have given 
their blood as well as their money. The large loan 
which France is at present negotiating for is being 
largely supported by Jewish banking houses. How 
can we then be ungrateful to a people which has 
offered such friendly and useful aid to the world?’” 


The New Crusade for Palestine 


ANY newspapers throughout the country are 
displaying an intelligent interest in the return 
of the y par especially now in connection with the 
Ten Million Dollar Restoration Fund. An editorial 
in the Newark, N. J., Star speaks in this interesting 
way of this “new crusade” for the Holy Land: 
“Unto the far corners of the earth, in countries 
where the lamp of civilization burns brightly, and 
in others where life follows the bent of centuries, 
in lands where there is peace and plenty and in re- 
gions where wars, pogroms, oppressions, and star- 
vation are the rule— throughout the world the call 
for the return of the Jew to his native land in Pales- 
tine is being sounded. Papers printed in the lan- 
ages -of Continental Europe, in English and in 
Viddish, Hebrew, Tartar, Arabic, Hindustani, Per- 
sian, and many other tongues are spreading the mes- 
sage of the scattered sons of Judea. The Zionist 
movement is. universal, future citizens of the Jewish 
state are spread over the earth from Shanghai to 
South America, every nation of the earth will con- 
tribute something to the new republic. The accumu- 
lated wrongs of centuries are about. to be righted, 
and ere long thousands from every quarter of the 
globe will turn their faces toward the Holy Lands 
and begin the mightiest invasion since the cavalcades 
of the Crusaders trod’ in the same direction.” 








A Hebrew Arabic Paper is about to be published in 
Damascus, which will endeavor to unite the Jews of the 
East and the West. 


“A Saphir Scholarship in Medicine” is to be founded “at 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, in honor of Dr. Saphir, 
by the Provincial Zionist Committee of Odessa. 


Major James de Rothschild has endowed the Hebrew 
University with £500 for the purpose of founding a “Deborah 
Prize for Hebrew Poetry.” The interest is to be used 
thus every three years. 


Five Hundred Modern Heuses with European conveniences 
are to be erected in Jerusalem as soon as possible, says 
The Friend of Israel, and a new quarter is projected be- 
tween Mount Scopus and the Mount of Olives. Trolley 
lines are also projected, with electricity probably as the 
motive power. 


The “Society for Hebrew Jurisprudence” has opened its 
sessions in Jerusalem. Its syllabus includes lectures on 
the Turkish laws still in force in Palestine, the legislation 
of England and her colonies; the rights of national minor- 
ities in England and the East, andthe like. All the lec- 
tures will be given in Hebrew. 


To Modernize ‘the Hebrew Language, the Zionist Com- 
mission held recently a meeting at which it was proposed 
to found an institute, progressive and scientific, which shall 
deal with all the language queries that arise from day 
to day and take steps to preserve the purity of the lan- 
guage and prevent it from degenerating into a Yiddish 
Hebrew. 


The Bezalel Museum in Jerusalem, founded by Boris 
Schatz, and containing over three thousand articles, many 
of them rare specimens from early Jewish, Babylonian, 
Greek, and Roman history, is to be greatly enlarged and 
opened”soon to the public as the Palestine Museum. This 
eis the first step in the plans of Prof. Patrick Geddes, of 
the University of Edinburgh, to establish a national 
museum so rich in rare articles, sacred to Jewish history, 
that it shall be to Palestine what the British Museum and 
the Louvre are to England and France. 


Fighting Malaria in Palestine will be a practical means 
of preparing the land for the new immigration, according 
to Dr. Joseph Krimsky,: who has returned home after 
eighteen months’ service in Palestine with the American 
Zionist Medical Unit. He says: “In a six-weeks’ trip 
through Palestine shortly after our arrival, we found 
malaria prevailing everywhere, and of 8,500 persons I 
examined, sixty percent were suffering from eye diseases. 
These deplorable conditions were not due to the climate 
of Palestine, which is one of the healthiest and best in 
the world, but to the neglect and desolation engendered 
by generations of misgovernment.” 





Systematic Land Purchasing in Palestine 


N MARCH 6 Mr. Bernard A. RoSenblatt sailed 
with his family for Palestine. He will inau- 
rate there on a large scale the activities of the 
merican Zion Commonwealth, of which he is presi- 
dent, in accordance with the social program of that 
organization. 
he American Zion Commonwealth purchases and 
develops tracts of land in Palestine, and prepares 
them for occupancy’ either by its own members or 
by other Jewish immigrant labor. Its object is to 
build up communities in Palestine where jewish 
= may co-operate with Jewish capital on Jewish 
and. 

Mr. Rosenblatt showed his capacity for quick.action 
when on a nineteen-day visit to Palestine last sum- 
mer he founded Balfouria, thé first colony of the 
Commonwealth, says the New Palestine. This is 
a tract of two thousand acres of good agricultural 
land in the valley of Jezreel. This is the first colony 
founded in Palestine since the war. Think of Jews 
settling in ;“the valley of Jezreel” and connect there- 
with the first two chapters of Hosea. 


we 
Mission Work Among the Black Jews 


How many readers of this department have heard 
ofethe Black Jews, or Falashas, of Abyssinia? 
They dwell in the interior mountainous regions, 
number about 260,000, and their origin is unknown. 
The name Falasha means exile. Their isolation has 
continued over two thousand years, and~they know 
nothing of Purim or the Feast of Dedication, nor 
of the Talmud, 

Various missionaries reached them with the Gos- 
pel before 1864, but no mission work had been per- 
mitted since. Yet the small numbers of converts 
made in those early years still- remain faithful, and 
the seed has been watered through correspondence, 
This correspondence, reported in the Jewish Mis- 
sionary Intelligence, has been maintained: irregularly 
and is most touching in its revelation of the sim- 
plicity and faithfulness under trial of these Abys- 
sianian believers from this remnant of Israel. 


v2 
Progress in New York City 


Be a New York Jewish Mission, under the direc- 
tion of the writer, has made advance toward 
securing the means needed for obtaining a suitable 
property for its growing work. Fifty thousand dol- 
lars is neéded to purchase a building. Recent gifts 
and pledges run up to nearly $6,300, making a total 
now in sight of nearly $18,000. This mission has 
been’ the most aggressive agency in giving the Gospel 
to Jews in the streets of this. great center, having 
preached to many thousands in its open air work. 


A Noted Missionary Author Gone Home 


ta. death of the Rev. J. F. A. de la Roi on Oc- 
tober 28, at Schweidnitz, Silesia, has lately been 


announced, Mr. de la Roi was of Huguenot descent, * 


vivacious and eloquent. He was for seventeen years 
a missionary of the London Jews’ Society, and wrote 
much for Jewish missionary.papers. His great work 
was a history of Jewish missions in three volumes, 
in German. 

Ay 


One Stone on His Breast 


T A RECENT meeting in London of the Hebrew 

Christian Alliance and Prayer Union, one of the 
speakers, Mr. D. C. Joseph, founder of the Evan- 
gelical and Medical Mission to Israel, Haifa, told 
a story of his work while in Palestine: 

“I used to stand at my garden: gate and preach 
the Gospel, and the Jews would come and throw 
stones at me, cursing and blaspheming. One stone 
just hit me on the breast. Should I find fault with 
my brethren? They were doing it in ignorance. Did 
not Christ, even on the cross, say, ‘Father, forgive 
them.’ I said to them, ‘Brethren, you have made me 
a priest.” ‘What do you mean?’ they cried. I said, 
‘The high priest appeared before God bearing on his 
breast the tribes of Israel; you have placed one 
stone on my breast. I shall be able to bear up at 
least one tribe of Israel to the presence of God,’ 
Not a single stone was thrown afterwards. What 
was the result? One Jew came to apologize, and 
there at night I preached the Gospel to him, and 
these hands baptized him in the Jordan. So Satan 
often defeats himself.” 


New York Cry. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 6.° SAUL’S FAILURE 


1 Samuel 15 


Golden Text.—Thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah hath rejected thee.—1 Samuel 15 : 26 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
AUL’S motto seems to have been the same as 
that of Redwald, King of the East Saxons, as 
described in the opening paragraph of the Illus- 
tration Round-Table. After telling the class this 
incident, ask them whether it i¢ a temptation to us, 
to-day, to adopt the same motte. . 


Our Background Material 

We ought to know more about the Amalekites to 
understand the significance of Saul’s sin in this les- 
son. A portion or all of the material in the follow- 
ing Old Testament passages may be assigned in ad- 
vance to different me rs of the class, to read aloud: 
Exodus. 17: 8-16; Nu«ibers 24:20; Deuteronomy 25: 


17-1 

"Thus we see Amalek’s former rebellion against 
God’s people and against God, and we see d’s 
plainly declared purpose that he would “utterly blot 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven,” 
this prophecy being eye in all three uae. And 
God impressively added, concerning his prophecy and 
purpose, in his word through Moses to Israel, “thou 
shalt not. forget.” 

Now these passages were doubtless well known 
to Israel and Saul, and therefore they greatly jncrease 
the enormity of Saul’s. presumptuous, rebellious, 
God-defying sin. For Samuel tells Saul, at the be- 
ginning of 1 Samuel 15, that God’s well-known proph- 
ecies concerning the extermination of Amalek were 
now to be fulfilled, and that God called upon Saul 
to do this. The appointed time has come--and Saul 
dares to differ with God! 


The Lesson Itself 

The apietences, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-afticles in this issue. Beld-face figures at the end 

of certain. paragraphs in thoge articles will help in 
quickly locating tite references. 

Inasmuch as Saul was granted to Israel as king 
in response to Israel’s sinful demand for a king, 
contrary to God’s will, did Saul ever really have a 
chance to “make good” in God’s sight? Could he 

ossibly have succeeded under such circumstances? 
Was he not condemned by God to failure before he 
even started as king? See what the class think. 

We get the clear answer in God’s Word. In 1 Sam- 
uel 12: 12-15 the prophet of God tells Israel that, al- 
‘ though they had demanded their king in defiance of 

(v. 12), nevertheless, in spite of their self-will, if 
both they and their king would now fear Jehovah and 
serve Him, all would be well with them. Note what 
follows this word of Samuel (vs. 16-18), and then 
the fact that Israel confesses sin in having asked 
for a king (v. 19), and Samuel reassures Israel, 
premises lessing and prosperity if they and their 

ie Prive S06. ss ; 

e striking point is this: God gave Israel and 
Saul every opportunity for blessing, overlooking the*r 
sin, if they would now serve Him. Saul had every 
chance. The comforting lesson is that God can and 
will bless men in relationships which may have been 
wrongly entered into, but which. perhaps cannot 
ptoperly be changed after being entered into, pro- 
vided the persons involved in such relationships will 
serve God whole-heartedly. It is a precious revela- 
tion of God’s longsuffering, patience, mercy, forgive- 
ness, and love. 

But with every opportunity to make good, Saul 
soon commences to give evidence of failure (1 Sam. 
13: 14), and Samuel plainly tells him that his dis- 
obedience of God’s comiuand | prevents God from es- 
tablishing Saul’s kingdom upon Israel, as God would 
have done had Saul made this possible ss 13). 

Yet God by no means abandoned Saul and Israel, 
but gives Saul great victories over Israel’s enemies 
on every side (14:47, 48). 

That the pring’ le of war js not only not forbidden 
by God in his Word, but is plainly commanded and 
directed by him under certain circumstances, is in- 
escapably declared in the opening verses of our les- 
son chapter, as in many other parts of the Bible. 
God in certain ages directs men to destroy incorrig- 
ibly. sinful persons who are rejecting and resisting 
2 (vs. 1-3), even as God does the same thing, at 
times, independently of men. Christ is going to wage 
victorious war against the armies of men who are 
resisting him, when he returns to this earth to “judge 
and make war” (Rev. 19: 11-21). 

A most effective illustration of the necessity for 
utterly destroying the Amalekites is given by Mrs. 
Bryner, in her second paragraph, about Harry and 
the scarlet fevef. When the health officer said that 
Harry’s books and toys must be destroyed, he had a 
reason, — and so has for His commands, and He 


is the “health officer” of the universe. 





RGimaceel Masel for Teaches: = Silay ye 
stag Bo HT wei 15. 


Memery Verse: We must obey Ged rather than men.— Acts 


529. 
Jig Hope, fol Lt hie Kinaom 
Memory Verse : a amet w he ath Patted. 
and Adulte: ‘he Strength and Weakness 
? x Samuel, Chapters 13, 28, 3. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the iesson helps is 
1 Samuel 15 : 13-26 ; 
13 And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said unto Kim, 
Blessed be thou of Jehevah: I have performed the com- 
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own sight, wast theu net made the head of the tribes 
Israel? And Jehevah anointed thee king over Is- 
rael; 18 and Jehevah sent thee on a journey, and said, 
Go, and utterly destrey the sinners the Amalekites, and 
fight against them until they be consumed. 19 Where- 
fore then didst theu net obey the voice of Jehovah, but 
didst fly 
evil in the sight of Jehovah? 
Samuel,, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and 
have: gone the way which Jehevah sent me, and have 
brought Agag the king ef Amalek, and have ‘utterly de- 
stroyed the Amalekites: 21 But the people took of the 
spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the deveted things, 
to sacrifice unte Jehovah thy Ged in Gilgal. 22 And Sam- 
uel said, Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offer- 
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams, 23 For rebellion is as the sin ‘of 
witchcraft, and stubbernness is as ‘idolatry and teraphim. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath 
algo rejected thee from being king. ° 

And Saul said unte Samuel, I have sinned; for I have 
transgressed the commandment of Jehovah, and thy words, 
because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 2 
New therefere, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again 
with me, that I may wership Jehovah. 26 And Samuel 
said unto Saul, I will not return with thee; for thou hast 
rejected the werd ef Jehevah, and Jehovah hath rejected 
thee from being king over Israel. 


1Devoted *Or, Though thou be little . - art thou 
not head of the tribes of Israel? *Heb. divination. ‘Or, 
iniquity 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Saul’s response to the prophet’s God-given com- 
mission to consummate ’s purpose: against the 
Amalekites is.a prompt and promi one, as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 1) ints out. Saul evidently 
had good resolutions, at the start of this attack upon 
the Amalekites; but good resolutions do not neces- 
sarily carry a man through. They carried him as 
far as that troublesome little three-letter word “but,” 
—and then_he fell down, in moré ways than one. 

Why did Saul spare Agag? The class may discuss 
this, and then consider the reason suggested by Dr. 
Grifith Thomas (I, 2). 

The dialogue between the old prophet and the 
young king is a historic ane (vs. 10-16). Have the 
class bring out thesobviously weak points in Saul’s 
defense. Saul appears as a conscious hypocrite 
throughout this conversation. 

Let no one in the class misunderstand Samuel's 
meaning when he asked Saul tie question, “Hath 
Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sac- 
rifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Be- 
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice” (v.22). Many 
“modern” -teachers of the Higher Criticism assert 
that this was an effort on the prophet’s part to bring 
Israel out from a crude, primitive, ignorant,~ mis- 
taken idea that offering burnt sacrifices was pleas- 
ing to God, and into the light of freedom from all 
such superstitious ritual, and a realization that God 
asked for nothing but obedience! Samuel was sug- 
gesting no such thing. He knew, as knew the in- 
spired writers of the Bible from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, that it was God who ordained animal sacrifices, 
as a type of the “Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world” (Rev. 13:8) as man’s Substitute and 
Saviour. Samuel was suggesting no such thing as 
that God did not want burnt-offerings and seaaiiens 
What he was calling attention to was the fact that 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices offered by a h riti- 
cal, disobedient heart could give God no pleasure. 
Obedience must be the root of all such offerings and 
sacrifices: and true obedience on the part of Israel 
always included such burnt-offerings and sacrifices 
as God had ordained in his perfect law. 


And how sastingy, significant that Samuel should 
say here to Saul, “For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft” (v. 23). For this was a Prgphecy, per- 
haps unconscious to both Samuel and Saul, of the 
coming sin of witchcraft which Saul was going to 
a and which was to be followed by his sui- 
cide. ‘It is recorded in 1 Samuel 28, in the account 
of the visit to the witch of Endor. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The only reason why any soul is ‘avee rejected of ‘ 
J God. God 


God is because that soul has first rejected 
takes the initiative in love: “We love, because he 
first-loved us” (1 John 4: 19). Man takes the initia- 
tive in sin: “Because thou hast rejected the word of 
Jehovah, he hath also rejected thee” (v. 23). 
only reason why any soul is ever lost is, not because 
that soul is a sinner, but because of rejecting God’s 
way of deliverance from sin’s penalty and power. 
Let the class read aloud John 3:16; John 5:40; 1 
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10. : 
Teaching Points . 
Reasons for Saul’s failure are discussed by Mrs, 
Askew, and by Dr. Griffith Thomas in the first parax 
graph of his Section III, the Graded Topics, 
Samuel was apparently utterly surprised and 
broken-heartedly disappointed in Saul: “he cried unto 
Jehovah all night” (v. 11). Is it possible that h 
felt any responsibility for Saul’s failure? ; 
But “God gives us the stern word in 1 Samuel 162 
1 that there is a time when they who mourn are not 
‘blessed.’ Don’t mourn for your Saul! Whatever 
it may be, leave it behind, and seek God’s David. Be 
it a plan, a life-work, or a person, we have no right 
to love out of Christ. It is only by the power of 
Christ that we can bury deeply—nay, may sacrix 
fice to God — all our. unhallowed. Sauls.” 
Questions for Study and Discussion 


Did Saul intend, as he entered upon the camipai 
oo the Amalekites, to go the whole way with 


How may a person become “another man,” without 
becoming “a new man,” as Dr. Smellie stggests? 


When is an excuse justified? 
Was Samuel unloving in his condemnation of Saul? 
How can we be saved from Saul’s sin? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
% Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principre or Appiication.—Lead pupils 
, to one practical and personal applications of 
truth. 











T WILL be .worth while to ask the class to dis- 

cover any traits of character in Saul that are 
worthy of imitation. It will also be interesting and 
profitable to try to discover whether any such 
traits are overborne or eclipsed by those which led 
to his overthrow, and whether any survived the sad 
wreck which he made of-his life. Do not let this 
attempt, however, interfere with the outstanding op- 
portunity of the lesson, sad as it is, of deeply im- 

* pressing the warning of his life. Other lessons will 

furnish occasion for stressing the rewards of obe- 
dience. Here we are confronted with the sad results 
of disobedience and attempted deception. 

In Samuel’s proclamation of the kingdom he had 
ended thus: “Only fear the Lord, and serve him 
in truth with all your heart: for consider how great 
things he hath done for you. But if ye shall still 
do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your 
king,” — words which served notice on Saul that he 
was not exempt from obedience to God and made it 
clear as well that disobedience would be the basest 
ingratitude. But Saul dared only a partial obedi- 
ence, and grieved not only the heart of God but of 
his prophet-friend as well, who mourned deeply for 
him even while he rebuked his sin. 

There is no lesson more needed to-day in all the 
world than the lesson of obedience to law and to the 
God of law. They need it in Russia, yes; — but what 
of America? Are our young people growin 
with any adequate appreciation of the fact that obédi- 
ence to parents and to rightly constituted authority, 
to say nothing of the Ten Commandments, are - 
given — and that we ignore them at our 
peril? Have even Christian parents declared all the 


counsel of God in this matter? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Date.—Beecher in “Dated Events of the Old Testa- 
es ae Sunday School Times Co., $1.50) gives 


lL. ‘The Lesson’s Main Message 

* It is important to read the whole story of Saul 
from 1 Samuel 13:1 in order to appreciate the reality 
and seriousness of his failure, He was tested almost 
from the first (chap. 13), and last week’s lesson 
(chap. 14) showed once more his impatience, im- 
pulsiveness, and anger. His great weakness was 
that he could not wait, and so was often betrayed 
into error and disobedience. Now comes the supreme 
test of his character, | 

The ~Stern Condemnation (vs, 1-8). ~Saul was 

uite evidently-erdered to destroy Amzlek completely. 

he Amalekites were a fierce race, and one of the 
earliest foes of Israel (Exod. 17:8), and this com- 
mand to exterminate was probably due to the divine 
decision to deal with the sin of Amalek (Exod. 17: 
16; Num. 24:20; Deut. 25:17, 19). Saul’s response 
to the divine command was prompt and _ thorough, 
and gave great promise. He also showed the right 
spirit in dealing with the Kenites (v. 6). (1) 

The Selfish Gratification (vs. 9-11). It is probable 
that Agag was spared to be included in Saul’s vic- 
torious procession, thereby ministering to vanity, 
while the cattle would satisfy greed and avarice.. The 
reference to God’s “repentance” is an instance of 
human language cage 3 applied to God, for what re- 
pentance is in man the corresponding attitude is in 
God in rélation to man, although of course every- 
thing is due-to the change of man’s own attitude to 
God. Samuel was disappointed, because he had evi- 
dently been attracted towards Saul. His praying all 
night is another instance of the place of prayer in 
his life (7:8; 12:18). (2) 

The Surprising Vindication (vs, 12-21). Carmel 
(Josh. 15:55) was on the borders of the wilderness 
of Judah, about ten miles southeast of Hebron. Gil- 
gal was a city in the Jordan valley near Jericho, 
where the people of iepeal waited after crossing 
the river. aoa set up this monument as a trophy 
of ‘victory (2 Sam. 18:18). It is surprising that 
while Saul met Samuel with respect, he was evidently 
hypocritical (v. 13), and, although he blamed the 
people /v. 15) he was really responsible. He seems 
to have been quite unable to realize his wrong-doing, 
though while he admits that the people had done 
wrong (v. 21) he suggests the usefulness of the ani- 
mals for sacrifice, thinking probably that Samuel 
would be pleased with this result. 


The Severe Revelation (vs. 22, 23). Then Samuel 
plainly told him the truth.’ God required obedience, 
and sacrifice is only an outward and visible expres- 
sion of the attitude of the loyal heart. Witchcraft is 
what was then known as “divination,” a sin clearl 
condemned at all times in the Old Testament, It 
answers to modern Spiritism. Idolatry is, liter- 
ally, “nothingness,” and refers to the emptiness of 
idol worse: Teraphim is the Hebrew for household 
gods, which were thought to bring good luck. It 
is clear that whatever man may think about various 
sins, God teaches that nothing can take the place of 
oy obedience (Psa, 50: 8-14; Micah 6:6; Matt. 
12:7). , " 

The Sad Manifestation (vs. 24-34). It is impossible 
to say whether or not Saul was in earnest about re- 
pentance, In any case he could not remove the con- 
sequences of his sin, even though he might be per- 
sonally forgiven, and his career as king was neces- 
sarily at an end. Some think that he was only sorry 
because of the consequences of his sin, for he asks 
Samuel to remain in order that he might not be dis- 
graced before the people. Samuel then responded to 
this urgent appeal, though at the same.time he ex- 
ecuted the divine condemnation on the king of the 
Amalekites. It is unutterably sad to think that Samuel 
did not,see Saul again, though he mourned for him. 
Apparently the old man felt a keen interest, perhaps 
@ genuine love, for the young king. Once more it is 
pointed out that God “repented,” meaning that the 
attitude in Saul necessarily involved a change of at- 
titude in God. From this time forward, although 
Saul was nominally king for several years, he was 
in reality superseded by the man of God’s own selec- 
tion. 

_ Books.—For commentaries, the volume on Samuel 
in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by nut’ cad 
Size. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 75 cts.), and 

e volume in the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2-a vol.; sold only 
in sets) are the best. Useful material is available 
in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by Blaikie 
(Geo. H,. Doran Co., New York, $1). Helpful teach- 
ing will also be found in “Samuel the Prophet,” by 
a F. B. Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 

1). 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:33-40; 57-60. 
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entire Psalm- 119 is concerned with the 
of God and our relation to it. In 

these two sections special attention is given to 

two aspects: (1) Whole-hearted obedience, verses 

33-40, especially 33, 34, 35, 36; (2) Earnest obedience, 

verses 57-60, especially a 60. : 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

I Samuel 14:47-52. 

1 Samuel 14: 47-52. The sequel of the story of 
Jonathan in last week’s lesson. It summarizes the 
entire reign of Saul: (1) His victories (vs. 47, #) . 

2) his family (vs. 49-51) ; (3) his foes (v. 52). All 
through his reign the Philistines were the strongest 
enemies of Israel, and needed constant attention and 
effort on the part of Saul. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Why Saul Failed. 
The secret of his failure clearly is that he was a 
man of self-will, He would not allow anything to 
stand in his way, and as a creature of impulse, easily 
stirred, sometimes sulky, sometimes angered, he was 
untrained by discipline. He also had only a ve 
slight idea of the necessity and importance of obedi- 
ence, for his thought of himself led to his acting 
as though he were independent of God and God's 
will. The true life is always one where God’s will 





The 


is supreme, and Saul failed because he would not bow - 


to it. Thus, in spite of his splendid start, and all 
that was promising in his nature, he was really: not 
right with God, and this ruled everything. 

2. Young People and Adults: The Strength and 
Weakness of Saul’s Character. (1) The good points 
of the man are seen in his thoughtfulness, modesty, 
courage, large-heartedness, and determination. (2) 
The weakness is seen in his rashness, self-assertion, 
discontent, and pettiness. (3) The weakness over- 
came the stfength, and as this lesson shows, led to 
the serious troubles of disobedience (vs. 10, 11), and 
hypocrisy. (vs. 12-15), which ended in his rejection 
(vs. 16-23). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Two Rejections. The Golden Text speaks 
of Saul njociang the word of Jehovah (as in vs, 10- 
15), and then of Jehovah rejecting Saul (vs. 16-23). 
These two always go together as cause and effect. 
God’s estimate of disobedience is seen. in verses 22 
and 23. It is the same as rebellion and stubbornness, 
because it is based on the-rejection of that Word of 
God which is the foundation of all true life. 


_ 2 The One Requirement. God calls for nothing 
less, as he can call for nothing more, than obedi- 
ence. The Lord’s Prayer teaches this when we are 
called upon to pray, “Thy will be done.” Our obedi- 
ence must -be prompt, exact, unquestioning, and will- 
ing. We must always be on our guard against mis- 
taking partial for entire obedience. 


V. Leading Questions 

Why did Saul spare Agag? 

What various sins of Saul. are recorded in this 
chapter? 

Give illustrations of verse 22 from other parts of 
Scripture. 

In what respects are rebellion and stubbornness 
like witchcraft and idolatry? 

Find insfances of other excuses found in Scrip- 
ture, 

Collect other passages where the words “I have 
sinned” occur, and notice which confessions are gen- 
uine and which are not. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


Gaarer was the last of the judges (1 Sam. 8: a)» 
and the first of the prophets (Acts 3: 243,13: 20), 
although this is not to say that C.d had not prophe- 
sied through his servants long before this. An old 
order is passing away, and a new order is coming 
in. It is to be through the prophets now that the 
word of God is brought directly to the people. 
There is perhaps no more striking illustration of 
the functioning of the prophetic office in the whole 
Bible than appears in this lesson. As Dr, Scofield 
points out: in his “What Do the Prophets Say?” 


(The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut ~ 


Street, Philadelphia, 75 cents), the prophet appears 
when the priesthood, the normal agency for the com- 
munication of the Divine will, is failing to function 
(Exod. 25:22). There had been a culminating fail- 
ure of the priesthood under Eli and his sons. With 
the priests hewn “mere performers of_the ritual, 
unspiritual, avaricious, conceiving the religion of Je- 
hovah to lie in external acts and ceremonies,” Sam- 
uel, the first prophet, appeared. 

We see here ‘the prophet as foreteller and forth- 
teller. Samuel foretells that the king must have a 
part in the fulfilling of an old prophecy, that of the 
pursuing vengeance of Jehovah against Amalek, be- 
cause “Jehovah hath sworn: Jehovah will have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation”. (Exod. 
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a> 26). See, ee the re “eee of _ 
prophecy in Judges 3:13-15; Judges 5:14; Judges 
6:3; Judges 7: 12-14; « Samuel 15: 2-09, 33; 1 
Samuel 27:8; 1 Samuel 30:1, 17; 2 bemmoal'b: 105 I 
Chronicles 4: 42, 43; and Esther 3: 1-6; 9: 7-10. 

The very fact that Saul was honored as one of 
those to fulfil a prophecy ought to have inspired him 
for complete obedience. But the lesson brings out 
his failure through partial obedience,— iis excuses 
for failure, his self-commendations and _ self-justifi- 
cations, What a splendid figure Samuel is in it all! 
Although inwardly grieving for Saul, whom he loved, 
he is not swerved from his duty as he prophesies the 
king’s doom (vs. 23, 28). His obedience as prophet . 
is in striking contrast with Saul’s disobedience as 

g. Are we as teachers giving as absolute a mes- 
sage? Are we declaring the whole counsel of God, 
even the terrible prophecies in the Bible about those 
who reject God’s Word and Ged’s Son? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Sunt Lacrymae Rerum 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


R. A. B. DAVIDSON was one of the great 
Hebrew scholars of modern days. He was 
more. He was, a friend has said, “a fervent 
and almost feminine soul,” who took up the long 
desolations of the world in the priesthood of a sympa- 
pathetic imagination, and whose only refuge was in 
the Most High. “Do you ever,” he asked an inti- 
mate, “without any special reason for grief, fall 
into uncontrollable weeping?” Then after a pause 
he added, “Just the other day, I was alone; and 
there came such a sense of the mystery, -the uncer- 
tainty, the loneliness, the pathos of life, that I was 
for a a time shaken by sobs which I was unable 
to control.” He saw the young wasting their years, 
and the old trying in vain to replenish the sinking 
cisterns of their powers, and the whole creation 
groaning in pain. 
We feel something of Dr. Davidson’s grief when 
we look at a history like Saul’s. 


Here is a life with high qualities in it. 

Saul was a man of honor. He had a king’s stature 
and bearing, and his heart corresponded to his dut- 
ward looks. From the pages describing his career 
we can gather many blossoms to set in the garland 
round his brow. There is the modesty which shrank 
from the throne. There are soldierly courage and 
knightly chivalry. There is a moral purity which 
rises above that of his successor. There aré tender- 
ness and compunction and penitence towards the 
David whom he has webamed. We are drawn in- 
stinctively to Saul. We cannot but admire him. And 
these virtues, and others which he had, are pleasing 
not in our sight only but in God’s. He expects them in 
us. He is glad when he finds them in us. Yet they 
do not make us his children. They are the gifts of 
the natural man rather than the graces of the spirit- 
ual and supernatural man, He pierces deeper. He 
seeks for more, 


But here, too, is a life which God has stirred and 
touched. 

Let us suppose that Saui had been left in his 
father’s house, and had never been called to the 
kingdom. No doubt he would have shown on the 
lower and narrower scale the fine features of soul 
we have found in him; but he would have been un- 
awakened to higher things. It was: when he was 
chosen king that he was roused to ought, to aspira- 
tion, to prayer. Then, we read, the Spirit of God 
visited him, and he was changed to another man, and 
it appeared as if he might become all that Samuel and 
Samuel’s’ Lord wished him to be. But the change 
was not thorough enough, or radical enough, or 
lasting enough. So God calls us to take some place, 
to fill some office, to discharge a lofty peoponalellite 
to bear the noblest of all names—the name o 
Christian. It is his summons, and for a while it - 
moves us Out of carelessness-and we have glimpses 
of his ideal. But these emotions are not sufficient. 
One may be another man without being a new man 
in Christ Jesus, 


For here-is a life too superficial and shallow. 

That is what was wrong with Saul. He wanted 
depth. He protests, on this most tragical day, Yea, 
I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, because he has 
no proper understanding of what genuine obedience 
is —how cdmplete, how exact. He fails in the king- 
ship, for he does not rate the kingship as the august 
and sacrosanct and heavenly thing God intended it 
to be. He skims the surface; he does not penetrate 
to the realities below. In just the same way many 
of us come fatally short. We do. not recognize that 
God’s demands are searching, and that Christ must 
have us “all in all or not at all.” Trivialities engross 
us; we are interested in our own little circle of per- 
sons and occurrences; we concern ourselves with the 
social and political questions of the hour ; and eternity 
is not our main anxiety, nor the glory of God our 
chief end. It needs the revolutionizing power of 
his Spirit to remake us, and then it needs the pre- 
serving grace of his Spirit to keep us revolving 


steadfastly round our Center and Sun. * mT 
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Once again: here is a life which can- 
not start afresh. ; 

To the last, there are gleams of light 
about Saul. / have sinned, he said; and, 
if the repentance was not as entire as 


it should have been, there is the note of | Z 


sorrow and contrition in it. Turn again 
with me, he pleaded with Samuel ; surely 
not from the wish to keep up appear- 
ances alone, but because there was dawn- 
ing on him anew a sense of that dignity 
which should accompany God’s 
representative. We are not told that 
Saul was himself a castaway.. The Lord 
rejected him from being king; per- 
haps, the Lord saved the soul of the 
man, yet 60-as by fire. But what a piti- 
ful ending it is! Old beliefs, old resolu- 
tions, old hopes. may game back to us, 
when life has been mortally wounded by 
our own folly. It is well that they 
should. But we have forfeited our 
aoe opportufiity of acting out the be- 
tefs, of performing the resolutions, and 
of translating the hopes by divine wisdom 
and strength into facts and benedictions. 
That is a mournfully true verse of Whit- 
tier’s: ; 
“ For of all sad words tongue or pen, 
The saddest are th %. ‘It might have 


been.’ ” 


Yes, sunt lacrymae rerum. 
CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of June 20,‘“The Lord Our 
a Shepherd” (Psa. 23), will be found use- 
ul, 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. Among the many books, three call for 
special mention. Perhaps the greshest and 
most suggestive treatment of -his well-known 
psalm is “Lifé on the Uplands,” by Freeman 
(Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, 75 cts., net). 
Other books are the “Psalm of Psalms,” by 
Stalker (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
90 cts.). There are also most helpful expo- 
sitions in the Expositor’s Bible, Vol. I, by 
Maclaren (Doran, $1), and “The Shepherd 
Psalm,” by F. B. Meyer (Revell, New York, 
go cts. to $1.25). For an ordinary commentary, 
explanatory of the verses, see the volume in 
the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by Kirk- 
patrick (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 
75 cts.). 

ll. The Lord our Shepherd, and we as 
teachers his undershepherds! Do we really 
shepherd our flock? Do we actually lead 
them to the green pastures? What oppor- 
tunity and responsibility does this lesson 
speak to us of? For those who feel they 
need help in their shepherd life there is “How 
Can I Lead my Pupils to. Christ?” by Dr. 
Edward Leigh Pell (for sale by The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1, postpaid). 


~ 
_The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mer not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the Fone lesson calendar, which 
“will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars fer the best one each week. 
Illustrations on ether verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations en the Golden Text. 
Shert illustrations, of frem 75 to 150 werds 
are greatly: preferred. = will be accepted 
ahead ef longer enes equally geod. 


Trying to Serve Both.—Saul ‘ 
would not utterly destroy them (v. 9). 
It is said of Redwald, King of the East 
Saxons, that he had in the same church 
one altar for the Christian religion and 
another altar for the service of thé devil; 
and of Rufus that he painted God on 





..one side of his shield, the devil on the 


other side, with this inscription: “I 
am ready for either.” This is the at- 
titude and temper of thousands to-day. 
They have just enough religion to rob 
them of the pleasures of the world and 
make them miserable. They ¢ail their 
life-boat along the coast of the world, 
encountering its storms and risking de- 








struction on its rocks, instead of sailing 
out heroically and doytully on the 
boundless ocean of ’s u ble 
love.—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, 
ng. . 


A Difference.—And Saul said... 1 
have performed the commandment of 
Jehovah. And Samuel said, What mean- 
eth then this bleating of the sheep in mine 
ears? (vs. 13, 14.) A countryman who 
was attending a city convention heard 
the minister who addressed them called 
“Doctor,” and concluded he must be a 
physician. So after the convention he 
went to him and said, “Doctor, do you 
practise here or in the country?” “I 
don’t practise, I preach,”: replied the 
other. The religion of some “profes- 
sors” could be summed up in the words 
of this clergyman.—From the Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by M. Taylor, 
Winnipeg, Can. 


Why We Need a New Nature.— 
Wherefore then didst thou... fly upon 
the spoil? (v. 19.) I once heard of a 
spoiled child who was in a dreadful fit 
of temper because his nurse would not 
let him have a valuable vase from the 
top of a cabinet or cupboard. Hearing 
him crying loudly, his mother went into 
the room and asked, “What do you want, 
darling?” Said the naughty little boy, 
“I want that!” pointing to the vase. 
“Yes, darling, you shall have it,” said 
the mother, unwisely, but wishing to 
make him happy. But when she put it 
before him, the child simply lifted up 
his voice and yelled afresh. “Why, 
what do you want?” asked the mother 
again. “I want—I want,” said the boy 
between his sobs, then the words came 
out with a rush—‘“I want to have 
something that I mustn’t!” So the for- 
bidden things had a fatal attraetion for 
Saul.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Unseen, But. —.—And Saul said unto 
Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of 
Jehovah, and have gone the way which 
Jehovah sent me, and have brought Agag 
the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. But the peo- 
ple took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, 
the chief of the devoted things, to sac- 
rifice unto Jehovah thy God in Gilgal 
(vs. 20, 21). Saul has done everything 
except the most important of all— 
obey God’s commands. A captain of a 
ship crossed the deck in a hurry, seem- 
ingly very much perplexed. A lady 
stopped him and asked what the trouble 
was. “The fact is, Madam,” he said, 
“our rudder’s broken.” “Oh, I shouldn’t 
worry about that,” she replied. “Bein 
under water all the time, no one wil 
notice it."—From the Youth's Compan- 
sam went by Cara Swartwout, Prospect, 


Will Power Not Enough.— For re- 
bellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as tdolatry and tera- 
phim (v. 23). Strong will-power is no 
guarantee of getting a thing done. The 
trouble with our common worship of 
will-power is that we leave out of ac- 
count another factor that is even 
stronger. It is like the predicament of 
the Negro who, wrestling with a balky 
mule, was asked, “Why, et ond where’s 
your will-power?” “My _ will-power’s 
all right,” came the reply, “but you ought 
to come out here and see this yer animal’s 
won’t-power.” There is in all of us a 
“won’t-power” that is more powerful 
than the strongest will-power any hu- 
man being ever had. Its name is sin. 
Will-power’ crumples, like a piece of 
tissue paper in the flame when, unaided; 
it confronts some real sin-desire of our 


.| ltfe. And when will-power has done 


its feeble most, and failed, then Christ 
has his opportunity—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded .to this illustration. 


Two Rejections.—Thou hast rejected 
the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah hath 
rejected thee (Golden Text). 


“ These hath God married 
And no man shall part, 
Dust on the Bible 
And drought in the heart.” 


—From the Record of Christian Work. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Litde Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


SAUL’S FAILURE 
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1. SAm. 15: 10,51. 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


King Saul made a sad mistake when he 
thought he could disobey God and get away 
with it. It was a lot of fun to bring home 
a real live captive king and some of his 
choicest cattle as trophies, but in doing 
so, Saul wrought his own undoing. We 
cannot afford to trifle with God, or to stop 
short of a full obedience. Saul never heard 
a “moo cow” moo after that eventful inter- 
view with Samuel but that he quaked in 
his boots. Here are some of the most inter- 
esting scenes in the Old Testament. Make 
them live before your pupils so they may 
catch their deep significance. We disobey 
God at our peril. 

Clip scenes apart, paste on cardboard, and 
distribute among the pupils with request 
that they come next Sunday prepared to de- 
scribe them according to the Bible account, 
Get them to read the whole of the fifteenth 
chapter of First Samuel, which carries a 
complete story. 

Save the scenes for Review Sunday. 


-| hob with men, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Baa, Blac ”*_.W hat 
meaneth then this bleating of the* shee, 
... and the lowing of the oxen whic 
I hear? (v. 14) Is there in an adult class 
to-day a single man who has never heard 
the old steps shriek at midnight as he 
tried shoeless to make his-bed? Have 
you ever tried to “lay low” and at the 
most critical moment the cough or the 
sneeze “gave you away”? Old Mr. 
Devil is the most liberal individual in 
town. just as soon as a fine piece of 
human livestock wanders into his -pas- 
ture he “gives it away.” Whenever you 
make the fool decision to hook up with 
sin be sure and remember there is~go- 
ing to be at-once a “presto-change” in 
that head of yours. A little shutter 
will flap and things will look entirely 
different. The money you steal doesn’t 
make you feel as rich as you thought it 
would, The heart _ the Ey The 
eyes lose their steadiness. You that 
a gentle, innocent old sheep can bleat to 
beat the band, that a heavy, stolid, patient 
old ox can bellow to beat the fire horn. 
See that likely and likable young fellow, 
—all the town is on to him. No slang. 
We have heard the cattle many and man 
atime. How crazy it is not to obe God. 
What Saul threw away, dozens*of other 
fine fellows throw away. ~ who made 
us knows us. He says do as I tell you, 
and I will make your “reign” happy and 
prosperous. But, alas, from the Gar- 
den of Eden to the mills on the Brandy- 
wine, the scarcest article is implicit and 
mnnains obedience. And flaming 
swords and lost “thrones” are all along 
the way (Num. 32: 23). 


The Baby Act.—They have brouyhi 
them .. «the people spared .. . we 
have utterly destroyed {v. 15). One of 
the finest examples of the “baby act” 
in all history. “They brought,” “The 
people spared,” “we destroyed.” As 
our poor old grandfather Adam said 
when Satan had “queered him.” “The 
woman gave me.” Ever since the ser- 
pent werganen his. way, across our trail 
we men haven’t been much to be proud 
of, havé we? I am talking to you 
“square” and “doing-the-right-thing” 
fellows who have no use for this “Iron- 
Rose-Bible-Class-Billy-Sunday-business.” 
Jim Alexander over there, Midvale’s 
steel-maker, says, “Phosphorus plays hob 
with steel.” And Old Brimstone plays 
Nothing could better 
show Saul’s deterioration than this con- 
temptible effort to sidestep the result of 
his own wrong-doing. It is no accident 
that almost all of our strong men in busi- 
ness and in affairs are ristian men, 
Not because they have no sin—no 
phosphorus — for even good steel shows 
some peceeer es, but because there are 
other metalloids that overcome the power 
of phosphorus to spoil the steel. The 
blood of Jesus Christ is a “metalloid” 
that solves all man-making problems. 
It took the world a long time to find out 
how to make good steel easily_ and 
cheaply — but God told us nineteen cen- 
turies ago how to make good men. Com- 
pare Saul and David (Psa. 51:3). 


Obedience and Prosperity.—Where- 
fore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of Jehovah? (v. 19.) This is a ques- 
tion for every man. {Thousands of 
women are saying this very day, “Oh, 
why did I not obey the voice of mother ?” 
Thousands of men are thinking, “Had 
I but listened to father.” And tens of 
thousands can say with significance and 
emphasis, “Had I but obeyed the voice 
of the Lord” (Prov. 29:18; John 13: 
17). As I am sitting here on. the train 
to Buffalo winding up the beautiful Sus- 
quehanna, I havé been running over in 
my mind as I watch the river Fat solo 
the Coatesville failures in a business 
way. There was Thompson, the rolling 
mill man. To-day he would be a Charley 
Schwab (who also started in Coates- 
ville), but he had no religion and rum 
broke him. Ditto his~partner, Wilson. 
There was Jones, the hardware man; 
Fox, the baker; Brown, the real; estate 
operator; Johnson, the caterer; / Smith, 
the lumber man. These business men 
of Coatesville had no use for the 





churches, and said so. Their failures 
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in every case are tragic. To-day, they 
_ might. have been Coatesville’s Keading 

citizens, rich and respected, for every 
one was an able man. All have gone, 
and for the most part dead. The “lead- 
i citizens” and prosperous Coates- 

illians are, almost every one, found 
tied up to the churches and doing the 
best according: to human limitations and 
temperaments in obeying the voice of 
the Lord. THis Is THE ONE THING IR- 
RELIGION CANNOT GET AWAY FROM. And 
this is as true of every town in America 
as it is of Coatesville. Alas, that Satan 
can so easily fool folks. Say, down in 
your business if a fellow does not obey 
what happens to him? 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
ss ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip EE. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive, we pray thee, our disobedience and 
especially the spirit of disobedience. Why 
should we have any controversy with thee? 
Why should we seek our own will when we 
know that power in service and fulness. af 
joy and blessedness of life are found in 
simple obedience to thee? -Teach us to-day, 
in ways that we may remember, the warn- 
ings that thou hast given against disobe- 
dience as set forth in the story of thy deal- 
ings with thy people. May our own self-willed 
plans be repugnant to us because of. the 
indwelling of the Spirit leading us to know 
and to do thy blessed will. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is pretty late 
to. ask ourselves why we did not obey, 
after the disobedience has brought about 
its sad résult. We ought to settle the 
whole question of obedience to God's 
voice beforehand. Don’t you remember 
when mother said that you could go on 
that wonderful outing with the rest of 
the youngsters if you would get up on 
time every morning for a whole week? 
And don’t you remember how hard it 
seemed. when the day came, and you 
could not go, just because twice during 
the week-you had failed to get up, with 
the idea that mother did not méan what 
she said?. Then you wondered why you 
had not obeyed. Sometimes we even 
refuse to obey God because we think 
we know a better way than his. After- 
wards, perhaps a good friend says to 
us almost in Samuel’s words, “Where- 
fore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of Jehovah?” Well, we ought to know 
by this-time that we cannot obey God’s 
voice just in our own strength, but we 
need to yield our lives to him so com- 
pletely that we shall be eager to obey 
him, Will you do that to-day? Let us 
‘not stumble along, asking ourselves every 
little while, “Why didn’t I obey God?” 
Let us just commit ourselves to him, 
and when we experience the blessing of 
glad obedience to his will there is another 
“why” we shall be asking ourselves, and 
it-is this:~ “Why didn’t I let him man- 
age my life long before this?” Let us 
pray. 


WY ps QBEY JEHOVAH? 


LET. HIM GUIDE! 














ye 
_ Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Guide me,-O Thou great Jehvoah,” 
“Holy, holy holy is the Lord.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.” : 

> “Fight the good fight with all thy might.” 
| “Am I a soldier of the cross?” 

: “In the hour of trial.” 

i “Saviour, breathe an evening blessing.” 


(References in“parentheses are to the met- 
cal Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (242 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 57-60 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 139 : 1-24 (Zo : 1-3). 
Psalm 44: 1-26 (103 : t-3). 
Psalm 51: 1-19 (115 : 1-3), 


Method books _ need in Sunday- 


school work are listed in The Sunday 


School Times’ book catalog. 








| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON_, Teacuinc.—God’s children 

should obey his commands, 

Illustrations ——When Harry had scar- 
let fever, he played with some of his 
toys and picture-books. When he got 
well enough to leave his sickroom, the 
health officer said those books and toys 
must be destroyed, with some other 
things, lest they should do harm to other 
children who might play with them. 
Harry cried about it, for he was very 
fond of them, and they were good toys 
and books, but the health officer had to} 
be obeyed. . Still more ought people to 
obey God, the Heavenly Father, who 
made and rules the world. 

Review.—From the time that Samuel 
was a little child and went to live with 
Eli he learned to obey all that God told 
him to do. ‘Sometimes it was very’ hard, 
because he had to carry sad messages to 
people whom he loved, but he did it 
bravely and truthfully. 

Prince Jonathan: was brave too, and 
tried to do what God ‘wanted him to 
do. Because he listened to God’s com- 
mand, he and his armorbearer gained a 
victory over the Philistines. 


Lesson Story—King Saul was proud | 
of Prince Jonathan. He was proud also 
of his soldiers. He gathered a large} 
army to defend Israel from neighbor- 
ing enemies. Whenever Saul found a 
strong)\brave man, he took him for one 
of his soldiers. ‘ 

Near their country lived some Ama-, 
lekites, who had greatly troubled the 
Children of Israel. Lest they should 
do so again God commanded Saul to 
go and destroy them. It was Samuel, 

od’s messenger, who told this command 
to Saul. This was to be a test of Saul’s 
obedience. 

Saul did go and win the battle, but he 
saved their king, and he let his soldiers 
save whatever they wanted, and he 
brought: back many sheep, oxen, and 
lambs. 

Then the Lord said to Samuel, I am 
sorry that I set up Saul to be king, for 
he does not obey my commands. When 
Samuel heard that, he felt so grieved 
that he mourned and prayed all night. 
Many times Samuel had been God’s mes- 
senger, t® old Eli and to the people, 
and to Saul when he _was chosen to be 
king. 

Samuel rose early in the-morning to 
go to find Saul. When they met, Saul 
said, I have performed the commandment 
of the Lord. Samuel listened, for he 
heard plainly the bleating of many 
strange sheep and lambs and the lowin 
of many strange oxen which Saul had 
brought back from the battle. Samuel 
said to Saul, What means this bleat- 
ing and lowing which I hear? 

Saul did not tell the-truth, for he 
said, The people saved these animals 
to sacrifice them to the Lord. Then Sam- 
uel told God’s message to Saul: God 
made you to be king over the Chil- 
dren of Israel; he sent you to destroy 
the Amalekites; why did you not obey? 
Saul answered, I have chased. but the 
people kept these things to sacrifice unto 
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Samuel said, It is better to hearken 
to God and to obey than to offer sacri- 
fice. Because you have rejected God’s 
word, he has rejected you from being 


ng. 

Before long God sent Samuel to find 
another man to take Saul’s place as 
king. That. will be another story. 


After the Story—When Jesus was on 
earth he said, If ye love me ye will keep 
my commandments. Some of the com- 
mands are, Be ye kind one to another; 
Children, obey your parents; Honor thy 
father and thy mother; Forget not to 
show love unto strangers, and others. 
We can pray 

“ Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good, 
In ali we do in work and play, 
To grow more loving every day.” 
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60 pounds 


just equals in calory value 
one large package Quaker Oats 


The calory, you know, is the energy measure of food value. The 
vegetables shown will average about 100 calories per pound. 

A large package of Quaker Oats contains 6,221 calories. So it equals 
in calory value over 60 pounds of mixed vegetables, 

This doesn’t argue against vegetables, They are healthful and necessary. 
But vegetables cost, per 1,000 calories, up to 15 times Quaker Oats. 

Note how some other necessary foods compare: 





value 








It equals in calory 


About 89 eggs 
9 ene, milk 

or 
17 Ibs. mackerel 
7 Ibs. round steak 
9 Ibs. weal cutlets 
24 Whe: benanne 








Only 35 cents 


In Quaker Oats you get 6,221 
calories for 35 cents. The average 
costs in meats, eggs, fish, etc., 
would be about ten times that. 


Yet the oat is the supreme food 
—the greatest food that grows. 
It is rich in minerals, It is almost 
the ideal food in balance and com- 
pleteness, 


Make it your basic breakfast. 
Some necessary foods at this 
writing cost about as follows : 


Cost Per 1,000 Calories 





Quaker Oats . .. . Ske 
Average Meats ee «nee 
Average Fish . . . + SOc 
Hen’s Eggs oe ee « CC 











Quaker 








Extra flavor without extra cost 


This brand is flaked from queen 


ten pounds froma bushel. All the world over 


1Se and 3&c¢ per 
Except in the far west and south 
led rqund packages with r b 


Packed in 


1 } ains only it holds top place among oat foods, because of 
—just the rich, plump, flavory oats. We et but this cupreme fle . 


vor. 


package 





le cover 3364 
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For the Primary Teacher 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
Closing Song.— 


“ Sunday-school is over 
For another day, 
Hear us now, dear Jesus, 
As to thee we pray; 
Through the week be with us 
In our work ard play, 
Make us kind and loving, 
Help us to obey.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pubiishing Co., ‘Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


Peoria, Itt. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lessen is Taught This Week 
1. Why did Saul fail? 

2. How did he fail? 

3. What was the result of his failure? 











CAREFUL review of 1 Samuel 13 
should precede the study of chap- 

ter 15, and for the i¢@cher at least, 
rest of the book should follow this in 
order to find the full answer to our first 
question. From this reading an outline 
of Saul’s character can be clearly drawn, 
with emphasis on the following traits: 
1. He was too ready to follow his own 
impulsive feeling — feeling created by 
the immediate circumstances — instead | 
of holding to the greater facts behind 
the circumstances. In other words, 





he was too quick to follow his 
surface impressions. Again and again | 
is this recorded of him, and sometimes | 
it led him to do the momentarily gen- | 
erous thing, but more often it led him 
away from the plainly-marked path | 
of God’s will for him. Chapter 11 tells 
an instance of the first kind, and, . if 
your girls are old enough not to be- 
come confused by looking forward in 
such a character study, you will find 
it more than once in his «ealings with 
David. Read 1 Samuel 24: 16-22 for a/| 
marked illustration of it, and again in 
26 : 21-25. 

But our chapter to-day is only one of 
the many more times that he was led into 
open disobedience of God’s direction by | 
this same response to his immediate | 
surroundings. He was like Esau, who 
could not resist the call of the flesh, 
rather than like Moses, who endured as | 
seeing the invisible. The frightened | 
scattering of his people, the trying delay | 
of the prophet, the temptation to keep a| 
“sample” of his prowess (in preserving | 
Agag alive to be exhibited as his cap-! 
tive),— these things had a stronger ap-| 
peal for. him than God’s way as re-| 
vealed to him through Samuel. 

Then, when the fault became apparent, | 
Saul was always ready with an excuse, | 
an argument that he had done the onl 
expedient-thing, for such an attitude al- 
ways leads to expediency rather than to 
right. He could not bear to admit a 
fault, unless that admission put him in 
an attractive light, as in the two cases 
with David cited above. Note his ar- 
gument with Samuel, in both chapter 13 
and 15. How different this was from 
David’s own quick and genuine repen- 
tance when his sin was brought home to 
him! No word of excuse do we find in 
his reply to Nathan (2 Sam. 12) or in his 
penitential Psalms, 32 and 51. 

Least noble of all was Saul’s readiness 
to lay the blame for his own sin on 
others. Note carefully the pronouns in 
chapter 15. We read, in verses: 7-9, 
“And Saul smote the Amalekites .. . 
And he took Agag, the king of the 
Amalekites alive ... But Saul and the 
people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, .. . and all that) 
was good . . . but everything that was | 
vile and refuse, that they destroyed ut- 
terly.” Surely it is clear that Saul 
shared full responsibility for this de- 
parture from d’s directions (vs. 2, 
3, same chapter). Indeed, as leader he 
was the responsible agent for it all, for 
the people, still in love with their first 
king, would have followed him in obe- 
dience to the prophet. 

Now look at Saul’s account of these 
proceedings given to Samuel when he 
asked his keen question, verse 14. “And 








Saul said, They have brought them 
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“from the Amalekites: for the people 


spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen ... and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed” (v. 15). See how cleverly 
he handles the truth to put himself in 
the best light possible! And in verses 
20, 21 again he says, “J have obeyed the 
voice of Jehovah... but the people took 
of the... sheep and oxen.” 


2. Samuel’s memorable answer, “to 
obey is better than sacrifice,” cuts to 
the very heart of the truth, and answers 
our second question as well as Saul’s 
equivocation. Saul’s failure was in sim- 
ple, courageous obedience to a real faith 


in God despite the appeal of expediency.. 


3. The result of Saul’s failure? He 
lost his leadership, his friendships, his 
opportunity to lead his people in the 
ath of obedience. When could no 
onger trust him he must find another to 
whom to give the _—_ , for we may 
put ourselves outside God’s purpose for 
us, but we cannot spoil his purpose. 


Home Study. 
Study the whole of 1 Samuel 14 in 
further illustration of Saul’s character. 


Atianta, Ga, 
we 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A soldier’s first duty. 
Discussion: Who the Amalekites were; 
why they must be destroyed; Saul’s 
disobedience; God’s rejection of Saul. 
Main points: Obedience—better than 
sacrifice; God’s plan of salvation the 
only one. 











6 HAT is the first duty of a sol- 
wis ?” asked teacher, 
“Obedience,” 

Bumps together. 
“What is the second duty, and the 

third?” he went on. 


answered Bert ‘and 


When we hesitated he answered for’ 


us, “Obedience. A soldier who can’t 
be depended on to carry out orders 
promptly and accurately is a real dan- 
r to the army. You don’t know what 
e may do. And,” he went on, “the 





same is true of a Christian soldier. 
That’s the main point of this lesson.” 

Of course then we were eager to get 
the story. Fred had looked up all about 
those Amalekites, a tribe of wild Arabs 
who claimed the country south of Ca- 
naan. They had jumped on to God’s 
people whenever they. got a chance out 
there in the wilderness (Exod. 17:8; 
Num. 14:45), feeling that Israel was a 
rival for their land. Moses’ army had 
beaten them once (Exod. 17:13), and 
God had said then that Israel could have 
no peace until that enemy nation was de- 
stroyed (Exod 17: 14-16). 

ow that Israel had a king and a 

trained army the time had come for 
that promise to be fulfilled. The prophet 
Samuel told King Saul that God had 
commanded the Amalekites to be entirely 
wiped out, not to spare even a child 
that might grow up and start the race 
going again. 


“My, that seems awful,” exclaimed: 


Carl. But teacher explained that in 


those days the presence of a strong] | 


heathen enemy meant either destroy or 
be destroyed. Jt was also not only a 
measure ‘of self-defense, but of the pres- 


ervation to the world of the truth about} 


God and religion. 

However, Saul and his army didn’t 
do it. Bulldog Jones told about that, 
how after the battle every Israelite 
from Saul on down grabbed all the pris- 


oners they wanted for slaves and all}. 


the stock they could drive home. Saul 
even kept old King Agag for a souvenir. 

Samuel soon caught on, and Saul 
tried to squirm out of it by declaring 
that they had spared these animals so 
as to honor God by a monstrous big sac- 
rifice. But Samuel soon punctured that 
lie with this verse: “To obey is better 
than sacrifice.” 

Teacher said people now will do almost 


}anything rather than accept God’s plan 


of salvation and obey Christ’s teachings, 
but it is either obedience or insubordina- 
tion, and we decided we never again 
would try to buy off our Great Cap- 
tain by false sacrifices. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 


Where was Samuel sent to find a 
new king? 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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MAROONED! 








These Lesson Cartoons, copyright by The Sunday School Times Company, may be had in 


Stereopticon slides from George 








d Slide Co., Inc., 14 W. Washington Street, Chicago 
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Whom did he refuse to anoint? 
Whom did he anoint? 

Why did God choose David? 

How is a noble character developed? 
How did David take his high honor 
Denver, Cot. 


“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” —Eccles., xiiii 


MOTHERS 


teach your children te love the 
Bible. The good thoightsyou 
Sow in their minds now will 
pield a rich harvest of noble 
acts when they grow older 


OXFORD 
Bibles for Children 


have black and colored illus- 

Rrations that interest as well 
sinstruct. Some have special 
elps for children. 


At all Booksellers. 
Send for descriptive literature. ~ 


Oxrorp University Press 
AMERICAN BRANCH 


West 32d Street 
et New York 
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Scientific Homiletics 

Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Exegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing ctical, thorough 
andeasy. All need it regardless geexious training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. The — of 
home training for the ministry solved. ven by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for preacher and teacher into the home. For fu!l in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
Reo. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 


For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 


Monthly 51.00 per year; three months’ trial sub- 
scription, 25 cents. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
150 institute Place, - - - Chicago, Ill. 


The GOSPEL versus ANARCHY 
For the 182 Millions of Russian People 


“THE FRIEND OF RUSSIA” 


Informationa!—Inspirational. W1iii1am Ferier, Ed- 
itor. $1.00 per annum. 








i trial offer: 25 cents for six months. 
-1820 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 


Now in its 37th year,is only 75c ayear. Every S.S.teach- 
er needs is. Mason Louvanes says: “There is no other 
I like as well.’’Sample copyfree. 158 Fifth ave., New Y ork 











Masterly Messages 
on Spiritual Traths 


By the Widely-Known Bible Teacher, 
LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER 

Oe 

Five books greatly needed in 

this day of spiritual confusion 


1. True Evangelism 

2. Salvation 

3. The Kingdom in History & Prophecy 
4. Satan 

5. He That Ie Spiritual 


Each volume, $1.00, postpaid 
Now published in attractive uni- 
form binding by 
Tur Sunpay ScHoort Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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for June 6 
1 uel 15 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
-By Paul Rader 





June 13. Common Mistakes in Daily Living. 
_ Prov. 24 : 27-34. 
June 20. Honesty in Word and Deed. Eph. 


4 3 28-32. 
June 27. Living up to Our Responsibilities. 


Matt. a5 : 14-30. , 
July 4. Our Duty to Our Country. Isa. 1; 
16-20. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, June 6 


Bible-Reading Will Do For Us 
(Psa. 119 : 97-104) 
(Consecration Meeting) 





What 


Equips Workers (2 Tim. 
ible is real food to the 


3:1%4-17). The 
soul. words were found and I did 
eat them.” Think how the following verse 


shows where to find strength and leads to 
prayer. “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew [exchange] their strength. They 
shall mount up with wings as eagles,” etc. 

Tues.—It Searches the Soul (Heb. 4: 12, 13). 
Before a doctor prescribes a dose he ex- 
amines the patient. He takes the temper- 
ature. He counts the heart beats. He sees 
how the breath is working. Next he makes 
up his mind as to what the trouble is,, 
ana tnea he gives something to cure. God’s 
Wora wifl' tell you just what is wrong 
with you, if you read ‘it, and prescribe 
the cure and show you a full- picture of 
pome one else troubled as you are, and 
what was done to cure him. 

Wed.—It Comforts (Rom. 15 : 1-7). The Scrip- 
tures comfort, and remove fed® by telling 
what is coming.to pass for those who trust 
the blood of Christ for their salvation. It 
is at the same time an awful death sentence 
to unbelievers. Jesus our “Lord said “Let 
not your heart be troubled. . I go to} 
prepare a place for you.” 
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and sayings of Jesus that are presented 
to men that they might believe that Jesus 
who walked here with a body like ours, 
and died on the cross for our sin, was the 
Son of God. As men réad the record and 
believe they are saved. The Bible alone 
has the record which if believed saves the 
soul. Study this’ record in this book. 


Fri.—It Sanctifies (Psa. 19 : 7-14). The Word 
of God shows plainly the line where sep- 
aration ‘must take place between -us and 
sin, us and the world, us born again folks 
and self. “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers.” Lay that verse 
alongside your life and see the separation 
that will follow. “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.” 
Try that as a knife. Yes, his Word sep- 
arates us to himself until we can cry “for 
me to live is Christ.” 


+Sat.—It Feeds the Soul (Matt. 4:4; John 


Thurs.—It Brings Salvation (John. 20:: 31; | 


James 1:21). The Gospel of John espe- 
cially sets forth Jesus as God, and from 
first to last is a record of the miracles 


Don’t Wear | 


Brooks’ Appliance, the 
modern scientific invention, the 
wonderful, new discovery that 
relieves rupture, will be‘ sent 
= trial. No obnoxious springs! 












MR. C. E. BROOKS 


| Brooks’ Rupture Appliance 





Has ‘automatic Air Cushions. Binds and 
draws the broken parts tomsther as you would 
a broken limb. No salves. No lies. Dura Pic. 
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PEACE ita hay 


This is the Title of one_ of the 


COSPEL TRACTS 


Published by THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
6226 Webster St., Philadelphia, U.S. A. 
Send 50c for package containing over 50 different kinds 


Che Sanday Scyool Gimmes 


Philadelphia, May 22, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in-advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in ‘the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. ts, 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
‘ separate addresses or in a 


package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy; five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1431 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 























6: 31-35). _God’s words are always fresh 
food. You never exhaust even a single 
promise. A shepherd leads his sheep to 


yonder hill, They eat it clean. The rains 
come, the sun shines, the weeks go by, 
andthe sheep can return to that same 
hill for a full meal. Just so. You think 
you know all that a passage of Scripture 
means. But the tears run down your 
cheeks, trials come, clouds gather, the 
sunshine bursts in. Now read that pas- 
sage. It is all new, all wonderfully refresh- 
ing — yes, ever a new book is “his Word. 


HE Word of God is the record of 
man’s fall, and condition past, pres- 
ent, and future because of that fall. It 
is also the record of God’s provision 
for fallen man past, present, and future. 
Would you know how the universe 
came into being, what its present con- 
dition is, what it will be in the future? 
Ask the Word of God. The Bible has 
the answer. Would you know where the 


| Jews came from-—- why they came? Do 


you want to know what they did in the 
past, what they are doing now, what 
they are soon to do, and what the future 
holds for them? Read the Bible. 

What about Satan? His only photo- 
graph is in the Bible. All others are 
fakes which he painted himself with 
men’s writings. ere he came from 
is told here. What he is doing now and 
plans to do is told here. What is go- 
ing to become of him in hell is pictured 
in detail here> 

What is the church? The Bible tells 
as clearly as it tells who_Eve was, and 
it* will pay you.to look at both of them 
together. What the church is doing now 
and what is to become of the church is 
written out to the smallest detail in ad- 
vance. Use this advance copy~-much. 


Why should we study our. Bibles ?— 
We are commanded to do so. Also we 
are told to keep Christ’s commandments, 
and ‘they are all in this Bible. It has 
the answef to all our questions. It 
points us to the things that satisfy all 
our longings. It is the foundation that 
will not shake though the heavens fall. 


Why should we memorize great texts? 
In the hour of crisis the Holy Spirit 
can flash the sword into your enemy 
quicker if it is close and handy. Your 
memory is the closest place. When Jesus 
was fighting the devil in the wilderness 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he whip- 
ped him with Scripture, and he didn’t 
take time to look it up, it was there in 
his memory. This answers the. next 
question also, How did pave use his 
knowledge of God’s Wor 
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The Fish thaft Breathes Air 
By Alice M. Farrington 


gE pinie swamp was drying up. Every 
day left less and less water to swim 
in. What was a fish to do? He floun- 
dered out of one pool into another that 
looked deeper, and stopped to breathe 
beside a half-sunken log. Snap! went 
one end of the log. It wasn’t a log at 
all, but an alligator. The fish gave 
a great leap and just saved his life. 

“Didn’t even nick my tail,” he said to 
himself proudly, for there were few 
fishes in the swamp that had not lost 
at least the tip of a tail or end of a 
fin by some lurking alligator. 

“This is no place for me,” he decided 
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Forty Prominent Bible Teachers Invited 


Men who believe God has a plan for this sin-cursed world. A plan set forth 
in God's Word — not world betterment by way of education 
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shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
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as..he saw: another log. slip jinto the 
water and swim noiselessly toward him. 
He wriggled through the mud into the 
next pool. It had no:logs to turn into 
alligators that snapped at you. But 
there wasn’t much water either. He 
thought he would go on, when he heard 
voices. 

“Indians!” He knew what that meant, 
and swam as fast as he could to the 
thickest tangle of water weeds. The, 
Indians were spearing fish! The fish 


biting a hook, and water weeds are so 
dense they cannot be netted. So right 
into a pool the South American Indians 
plunge and prod the bottom with great 
harpoons eight feet long. A shout of 
triumph told the listening fish that an 
Indian had speared: his cr And then 
the fish heard a sharp cr 

That cry was made by a fish! The 
fish that made it was one of his brothers. 
All the family has a sort of voice. For 
this fish family and their cousins are 
the most’ wonderful fish in the world. 
They have lungs. And no other fish 
living in the world now has lungs. When 
lung fish are pulled from the water, 
the air rushes out of their lungs and 
makes a sound like a growl, or the cry 
of.a cat. This was the noise the fright- 
ened fish heard. : 

The Indians left the swamp to eat 
their dinner of the rich salmon-like 
prize, and our fish cautiously ventured 
out of his hiding-place. 

“Tl stay where I am,’ he. decided. 
Only he worried because the pool was 
drying up like the others. He knew 
about Indians and alligators, but he 
wasn’t a year old yet and never had 
seen a dry season before.. He didn’t 
know what to do. He went up to a 
big fish rooting around in the soft ooze: 
It was his own father, but the young 
fish didn’t recognize him. How ‘could 
he know this fat, sluggish, dark-colored 
fish for that splendid father who flashed 
like an arrow through the water, the 
blood red fringes on his fins all quiver- 





ing if any one came into the home pool 


" 


of the swamp are,not often lured into’ 





to trouble his little ones!’ Even Indians 
were afraid of his bite. : Neither did 
the father know this long; slim son for 
the little yellow spotted tadpole that 
hatched out of the horny eggshell laid 
in the nest he had dug in the soft mud 
at the bottom of the swamp. When he 
had’ known him, he” was’ ‘clambering 
through the mud 6fi ‘his fins; ‘using them 
for legs to walk with as much as for 
swimming. 

“What are you going t6’ do when the 
water driés up?” the young fish wanted 
to know. : 

“Going: to sleep,” answered his father, 
nosing his way farther into the mud. 

“Where ?” 

“In the mud, way down deep.” 

“But how will you breathe?” .He put 
his head above water for a breath of 
air, as lung fish do evéry little. while. 
Having lungs: they must .get air even 
while asleep underground. 

“Through an air hole that goes from 
my mouth to the top of the swamp.” 

A great apple snail, big as a man’s 
fist, came slowly by. Any other time 
he would have pounced upon it and 
crunched the tough shell in his power- 
ful jaws. But somehow he wasn’t hun- 


y. 
‘ “yn pcrat do you eat?” asked the young 
sh. 

“Nothing at all. There’s so much fat 
stored up ih my tail I shan’t feel hun- 
gry,” and he disappeared down his bur- 
row. 

“How long are you going to sleep?” 
the other called after him. 

“Till the rains come next season and 
fill up the swamp. Good night.” 

The young fish felt sleepy too. He 
began to burrow like his. father into thé 
ooze. It was easy to work in, and soon 
he had a long tunnel dug deep into 
the mud. Way at the very end of the 
burrow he curled himself up comfort- 
ably, pointed his head pp the tunnel 
toward the fresh air, folded his taif 
over his nose, and went to sleep for the 
dry season. 


Brewer, MAINE. 
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What Bible 


Will you give on 


Children’s 
Day? 


MORE than | 4,000,000 Sun- 
day-school scholars study 
their lessons every week from the 

care 
by the American Revision Com- 


mittee and known as 


The American 
Standard Bible 


6¢ The most accurate version 
in any I uage.”’ 
T is the latest and best transla- 
tion of the Bible that has ever 
been produced. 


WHY DO 14 MILLIONS USE IT? 
Easiest to Understand— Endorsed 
By Great Men 
For heal ete Send for FREE 
booklet The Wonderful Story ef How the 
Bak Came Down h the Ages” and 

descriptive price list to 


Themas Nelson & Sons 
381-A Fourth Avenue,New York 












































Methods of 
Bible Study 


By Dr. W. H. Grirritn THomas 


Is the Bible your handbook for sérvice ? 
These Fadie will give you 2 fuller knowl- 
édge of it. 


Is it — weapon in the Christian war- 
fare? ey will teach you to use it more 
efficiently. 


Written in {the clear, concise style that 
characterizes all the writings of Dr. Thomas. 


A book small in size, but full in content. 
75 cents, postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




























GOD SAYS: 


“My Werd shall not return unto Me void.” 

“Go To Church” advertisements that contain 
God’s Word and are read are.sure to get results. 
To get church advertisements read, ‘they must be 
as attractive and as artistic as mercantile and 
other advertisements. 

Sixty million people in America do not attend 
church. Invite them. Your additional basket 
collections will pay for your advertising. 

Write for first and second series of ‘‘Go ‘To 
Church” advertisements. This is a weekly matrix 


service for newspapers. 
JAMES B. SPILLMAN Advertising Agency, 
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COLUMBIA, §. C. 











LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you ove t 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN “or 


have 
tive 
sionary? and sup- 











port him fer $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? 
Have his report? Weuld you loveto support one 
for some leved one ? fer a memorial? fer the Lord 

esus? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y,Box E, b 


Macen St., Brooklyn, N., Y., for free literature. 


Would you love to 








BRONZE 1e2.ets 


Free Beok of Designs 
Ine. Williams, Inc., Brenze Feundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 















PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates, etc. 


Glebe Furniture Company, f2,5a." menos’ 























CH BELLS 


For Family Worship ~ 





“Seven Sevens” 


HE fourth group of “seven prayer 

objects” concerns the workers more 
than the work: teachers, pastors, evan- 
gelists, missionaries, editors, colporteurs, 
and clerical assistants. Are you longing 
for a wider personal gerne! a rite 
to some of these whom you know, and 
tell theni that you are praying for them 
daily. Many a revival has been started 
by gne faithful intercessor. 


ee 


May 31 to June 6 


Mon.—1 Samuel 15 : 1-12. 
God’s Command to Saul. 
Three words tell the tragic tale of 
this chapter: Saul! Sin! Separation! 
And about the same three words tell 
the whole tragic tale of many a life. 
Are you a Sunday-school teacher? Read 
this chapter daily this week. You will 
teach such a lesson next Sunday as you 
have never taught. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
eachers of the Word; in Sunday-schools, 
in Bible training schools, in home and 
church circles, on extension work plat- 
forms, in Bible conferences, etc:;. No 
man is a true teacher unless he knows 
and lives the truth and has received the 
divine anointing. 

Tues.—1 Samuel 15: 13-26. Saul’s Failure. 


Incomplete obedience is rebellion ; and a 
rebellious or stubborn will is as heinous 
in God’s ape as witchcraft or idolatry 
(v. 23). Thus God himself classes com- 
promisers with necromancers and _idol- 
aters. He will not be bribed with the 
spoils of the partially obedient, though 
the offerer be his anointed. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for ever 
pastor and pastor's assistant, that all 
such may “preach straight and live 
straight,’ shepherding but. not fleecing 
the flock. A sympathetic, house-going 
pastor makes a responsive, church-going 
people. ~ 
Wed.—1 Samuel 15 : 27-35. 

Saal’s Rejection Foretold. 

Saul confessed, but he didn’t repent. 
Either without the other is fatal; Saul’s 
defective obedience was followed by a 
defective reparation. Sin is sin, and 
the wages of,sin is death. Reparation 
or separation, which? “Choose ye!” 

Prayer Succestions:;. Pray for every 
evangelist, that he may “reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort” with conviction and cour- 
age. Pray for a new type of evangelist; 


_B\ not self-puffed-up, but Spirit-filled; not 


sensational, but sound. More saints 
would be restored and sinners saved if 
the “mournérs’ bench” were restored. 
Thurs.—Hebrews 6 : 1-12. 

~ Danger of Disobedience. 
Says Scofield (Reference Bible) : “He- 
rews 6: 4-8 presents the case of a Jew- 
ish professed believer who turns back 
from Christ after advancing to the very 
threshold of salvation, even ‘going along 
with’ the Holy Spirit in his work of 
enlightenment. . . . It is of such a case 
that our Lord speaks in Matthew 13: 
26, ar.” 

Prayer: Succestions; Pray for every 
missionary at home and abroad, every 
volunteer, every council and board, every 
untouched field, every native worker. 
Pray into dissolution the pall of apostasy 
settling down upon thousands of churches 
in the foreign field. 

Fri.—Jude 1-11. Fruits of Evil-Deing. 

Almost every verse in Jude, as well as 











italmost every book in the 


ew Testament, 


THE SUNDAY’ SCHOOL TIMES 


warns against apostasy, the deliberate re- 
jection of revealed truth (especially the 
deity and atoning work of Christ} on 
the part of professed Christians, ‘The 
warnings of Jude were never more 
needed than now. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
evangelical editors, including specially 
the editorial staff mt he Sunday School 
Times. The devi all but eoagured 
the denominational seminaries, he is 
now making a terrific onslaught against 
the religious press. Hold up the hands 
ry) nd editor as well as your pastor. 

ray 
Sat.—Revelation 2:1-7. Call to Repentance. 

Paul’s touching farewell to the Ephe- 


be read. His warnings have come true. 
Even some ‘professing apostles (v. 2 
have proved apostates. “Thou hast left 
thy first love.” O Church of Ephesus, 
and of Christ to-day, repent! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
colporteur, every house-to-house visitor, 
every scatterer or salesman of evangel- 
ical literature. Pray that these may 
“cease not to warn every. one night and 
day with tears” (Acts 20:31). 
Sun.—Revelation 22 : 7-14. Fruits of Obedience. 

Thrice promised in this chapter: “I 
come quickly.” Nevertheless scoffers 
say: “Where is the promise of his com- 
ing?” (2 Peter 374) Note how closely 
obedience (v. 2) nd reward (v. 12) are 
associated with “that blessed hope.” 
Note also that time-formed character en- 
dures throughout eternity. 

Prayer Succestions® Pray for every 
clerical helper and every assistant to each 
of all the foregoing classes. Plead God's 
promises for them, ‘p grace and strength 
and physical health and temporal bless- 
ing. “According to your faith be it unto 
you.” Pray ang praise! 


sian elders (Acts 20: 18-35) should also’ 
prayers, sym 


peat Bg Broad and Fulton Streets, 


4. Prominent Hebrew and 




















(Lesson for JUNE 6) May 22, 1920 


Pray for Israel! 


Call to the Sixth Annual Conference of 
the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
of America 


Wilk deepest gratitude té6 God for — 


been lead- 


yer at Gleveland, 
mmittee of the 


. the gracious way he has 
ing since we met last 
Ohio, the Executive 


Hebrew Christian Alliance sends forth 


this call to its sixth annual conference. 
Blessings have been Our portion be- 
ond the most-sangute hopes of a mem- 
bership numerically feeble; and while, 
our glorying is in hija alone whose 
“goodness and mercy endureth for ever,” 
our sincerest titude out also 
to fellow-Christians whose earnest 
thy, and tupgort have been. 
so generously given to Hebrew brethren 
whose love for Christ increases in ex- 
act ratio to a contrite realization of per- © 
sonal and corporate faults and failures, 
viewed in the pure light of his immacu- 
24 holineas and matchless self-sacri- 
ce, ; 

The conference convenes, God willing, 
at the First Baptist Peddy Memorial 
Newark, N. J., Monday, May 3! to June 
; tile Chris- 
tian speakers will have a message for 
you from the Word of God bearing upon 

ebrew Christianity and Jewish Evan- 
gelization in the United States, Europe, 
and Palestine. 

Christians are earnestly requested to 
pray for the success of the conference 
and invite does friends (Jews and non- 
Jews). spitality will be provided for 
out of town delegates to the utmost limit. 

For further information apply to the 


rRev. H. L. Hellyer or-Miss R. Blum- 


berg, Bethany Community Center, cor- 
ae Spruce and Charlton Streets, New- 
ark, 








hat to him,” when 
that Name through 
doctrine if it teac 


over these 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, ‘‘Every time see a Jew [want to take off my 
you are not willing to take out your-dollar to help him know of 

which alone he can be saved ? What's the use of the premillennial 
by innuendo that “we must leave the Jews alone in this age” ? 


Are you obeying God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are 
you a layman? Just how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and h 
much to all other missions ? Are you a pastor ? How much did your church give ? Think 
things. Some day you will be required to give an accounting of your stewardship. 


ow 


Do you realize that in New York City today there 2,300,000 Jews? Think it over. 


be especially appreciated, 
many Bible students the most hel 


May we hear from you? 


Our mission merits your every confidence and support. 
i Our paper, pe oe swap bs 

blished i 
America — is sent to all contribesnes. Ragdler sary ioe “ 


ust now your gift would 
EOPLE,— considered by 


price, 50 cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 








| 27 Throop Avenue, 





WILLIAMSBURG MISSION TO THE JEWS 


Brooklyn, New York 
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TULLAR-MEREDITH 


E.N’S SERVICES 


os Services of great merit. ‘* 

which we publisk as anaeicomiy™ 

te Send 25 cents for samples (complete ‘‘ Skybird’’ included) 
CO., 25 W. 36th Street, New York City 


** Days of 
** Beauties 






music only”’ at $5 per ‘100. 

















Sampliis free to Supétintendents, Posters or Coimuittess 
CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, No. G, 125c each 
Other Helpers at same price. 50c for 4 different books. 


HALL-MACK CO. aoe Arch Street, 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.} Philadelphia, Pa. 


Comfort Baby’s Skin 
With Cuticura Soap 
And Fragrant Talcum 


Laberateries, v, 























What's the Harm of 
“ Just This Once” ? 


READ 


Temptation 


A MAN’S BOOK 


By Puritie E. HowarD 
President of The Sunday School Times Company 


75 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, aS Philadelphia. 


























